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OVERCOMING TRAVEL CHALLENGES IN A JIM CROW TEXAS 
Grades 7 & 8 

Lesson Overview: 
How did African Americans find safe places to travel during segregation, and why is it important to 
preserve those stories today? 

In this lesson, students investigate how African Americans navigated travel during the era of 
segregation by exploring sites documented through the Texas Historical Commission's African 
American Travel Guide Survey Project. Students examine the challenges Black travelers faced, 
analyze historical locations that provided safe lodging, food, entertainment, and services, and 
explore the importance of preserving these stories. Using historical evidence and geographic 
mapping skills, students create a travel guide that highlights significant locations and 
demonstrates how communities supported one another during segregation. 

Objectives 
SWBAT (Students Will Be Able To): 

• Explain why African American travel guides were necessary during segregation.
• Analyze historical evidence from travel guide sites.
• Identify how communities supported travelers.
• Create aspects of a modern "travel guide" that tells stories of historic places.

Social Studies TEKS (7th Grade) 
• 7(E) - Analyze the political, economic, and social impact of World War I, the Great

Depression, World War II, and significant issues in the latter half of the 20th and
early 21st centuries such as political and economic controversies, immigration, and
migration on the history of Texas.

• 20(A) - Differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources
such as media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire
information about Texas.

• 21(B) - Analyze and interpret geographic distributions and patterns in Texas during
the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries.

Social Studies TEKS (8th Grade) 
• 23(C) - Identify ways that conflicts between people from various racial, ethnic, and

religious groups were addressed.
• 23(D) - Analyze the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and religious

groups to our national identity.
• 29(A) - Differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources

such as media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire
information about the United States.

https://thc.texas.gov/learn/historic-resources-survey/african-american-travel-guide-survey-project?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://thc.texas.gov/learn/historic-resources-survey/african-american-travel-guide-survey-project?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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• 29(G) - Create a visual representation of historical information such as thematic 
maps, graphs, and charts representing various aspects of the United States. 

  
 

Materials  
• Pencil or pen  
• Notebook or journal paper  
• Colored pencils, crayons, or markers  
• Printed map of Texas (optional)  
• Construction paper or blank paper for travel guide project  
• Access to digital devices (if conducting online research) 

  
Vocabulary  
  

1. Segregate(verb): to cause or force to separate. 
2. Network (noun): an interconnected or interrelated chain, group, or system.  
3. Protect (verb): to cover or shield from exposure, injury, damage, or 

destruction.  
4. Jim Crow(noun): racial segregation and discrimination enforced by laws, 

customs, and practices in especially the southern states of the U.S. from the 
end of  Reconstruction in 1877 until the mid-20th century. 

 

Pacing Guide  
  
Activity  Time  Purpose  

1. Hook: Let’s Take a Trip 10 min  
Present the road trip scenario 
and ask students why a special 
travel guide might be needed. 

2. Explore: Green Book Background 15 min  

Introduce segregation, the 
experiences of African 
American travelers, and the 
Texas Historical Commission 
project. 

3. Main Activity: “Travel Guide Detective” 
OR “Safe Travels” 20 min  

Students work in groups to 
investigate assigned historic 
sites OR design their own travel 
stop. 

4. Exit Ticket: Then and Now Reflection 5 min  
Students connect the lesson to 
their own community and time 
period. 
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Hook - “Let’s Take a Trip” Activity 

 Time: 10 minutes  
Instructions:  

1. Display 4-5 historical photos.  
o Also show a short video: The Green Book Project (scroll down the page to 
the video) 

2. Display the following prompt:   
o Imagine your family is taking a road trip across Texas. Before leaving, you 

need a special guidebook that tells you where you can safely eat, sleep, 
buy gas, or get help. 

3. Lead a Think-Pair-Share discussion:  
o “Why would someone need a guidebook like this?”  
o “What challenges might travelers face?”  
o “How would it feel not knowing whether a business would serve you?”  

Accommodations:  
• ESL/ELL: Provide photo labels and sentence stems (e.g., “I see ___.” or “I think 
travelers might need a guide because ___.” Or “One challenge could be ___.”)  
• SPED: Limit number of photos, offer sentence starters, and repeat key ideas 
aloud.  
• GT: Ask for deeper connections: “What long-term effects could restricted travel 
have on communities?”  

  
  
Explore - The Green Book Background  
Time: 15 minutes  
Instructions:  

1. Explain Key Facts:  
o During segregation, African Americans often faced discrimination while 
traveling. 
o Travel guides listed businesses and services that welcomed Black 
travelers. 
o Guides included hotels, restaurants, barber shops, doctors, entertainment 
venues, and service stations. 
o Fun Fact: The Texas Historical Commission has documented over 780 
sites connected to these guides across Texas 

2. Ask guiding questions to class:  
o “What does it tell us about a community when people create networks to 
help one another stay safe?”  
 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/route-66-and-the-historic-negro-motorist-green-book.htm
https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/Think%20Pair%20Share.pdf
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Accommodations:  
• ESL/ELL: Provide bilingual vocabulary cards with visuals and offer a simplified 
glossary.  
• SPED: Use shortened leveled text, highlight key sentences, or read aloud in small 
groups.  
• GT: Ask students to compare the Green Book network to other historical support 
systems or community networks. 

  
 
Main Activity - Travel Guide Detective (Option 1) 
Time: 20 minutes  
Instructions:  

1. Put the students into four groups.  
2. Give each group information on one of the following Texas Green Book Sites:  

o Victory Grill in Austin  
o Sprott Hospital in Beaumont 
o Eldorado Ballroom in Houston  
o Jamison Building in Texarkana 

3. Students will investigate the site by answering the following questions:  
o What type of place is it? 
o Why would travelers need it? 
o Does it still exist today? 
o What can it tell us about life during segregation in Texas? 

4. Each group will present their findings with the class.  
 
Accommodations:  

• ESL/ELL: Use picture-supported event cards; provide sentence frames: (e.g., 
“This site was a ____.” or “Travelers needed this place because ____.” or “This site 
teaches us that ____.”) 
• SPED: Allow verbal responses instead of written responses when appropriate. 
• GT: Have students analyze how the site contributed to community support and 
economic opportunity. 

 
Main Activity - Safe Travels (Option 2) 
Time: 20 minutes  
Instructions:  

1. Allow each student to choose the type of “stop” they want to create for a Green 
Book:  

• Hotel 
• Restaurant 
• Gas Station 
• Clothing Store 
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• Barbershop or Beauty Parlor 
 

2. Students will include the following with their stop: 
• Name of stop 
• The type of stop 
• Short description of stop 
• Illustration or symbol for stop 
• Explain why the stop is important for travelers 
• One “Traveler Tip” for their stop 

 
Accommodations:  

• ESL/ELL: Provide sentence starter: (e.g., “My stop is a ___.” or “Travelers would 
visit this stop because ___.” or “A helpful travel tip is____.”)  
• SPED: Allow verbal response or draw a picture with a caption.  
• GT: Ask students to explain how their stop fits into a larger network of support for 
travelers. 

 
Exit Ticket - Then and Now Reflection 
Time: 5 minutes  
Instructions:  
Students respond to one of the following questions: 

1. How has travel changed since the Jim Crow era? 
2. Why is it important to remember these stories? 
3. What are some businesses you know of that welcome all customers today? 

• ESL/ELL: Provide sentence starter: (e.g., “Travel today is different because ____.” 
or “It is important to remember these stories because ____.” or “One welcoming 
place in my community is ___.”)  
• SPED: Allow verbal response or draw a picture with a caption.  
• GT: Encourage connections between historical travel challenges and modern 
issues of access, inclusion, or community support. 
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“Ruth and the Green Book - Teachers (U.S. National Park Service).” Nps.Gov, 2026, 
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/ruth-and-the-green-book.htm  
 
 

 
 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books 
Division, The New York Public Library. (1940). The Negro Motorist Green-Book: 1940 Retrieved 
from https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/feb978b0-1a74-0132-841d-58d385a7bbd0  
 

 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books 
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Motorist's & Tourist's Guide Covering the United States Retrieved from 
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/4bea2040-1118-0132-673e-58d385a7b928  
 
 

https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/ruth-and-the-green-book.htm
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/ruth-and-the-green-book.htm
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/feb978b0-1a74-0132-841d-58d385a7bbd0
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/4bea2040-1118-0132-673e-58d385a7b928
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https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/3a67a6d0-1a73-0132-91e7-58d385a7bbd0
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/092a3710-1a73-0132-fdcf-58d385a7bbd0
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/092a3710-1a73-0132-fdcf-58d385a7bbd0
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https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/fdb5a8d0-1a75-0132-d947-58d385a7bbd0
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/Details?fn=print&atlasnumber=5507017020
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https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/Details?fn=print&atlasnumber=5037009488
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/Details?fn=print&atlasnumber=5000024100
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