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BY THE END OF THIS LESSON,
I WILL BE ABLE TO:
Identify the regions inhabited by five of the 29 Tribal Nations
connected to Texas: Alabama‑Coushatta, Caddo, Comanche,
Kickapoo, and Ysleta del Sur Pueblo peoples both historically and
today.
Understand how different Tribes adapted to and used their
environments.
Use maps and visuals to document geographic and cultural
differences.
Describe how Tribes continue to live, thrive, and maintain
connections to Texas.
Identify cultural traditions, leadership, and values that are
important to each Tribe. 
Explain why it is important to recognize Native Americans'
presence and contributions to Texas today.
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VOCABULARY WORDS

Trade (n)
An exchange
of property,
usually
without use of
money.

Resources (n)
A source of
supply or
support.

Adapted(v)
Ways in which
people adjust to
their
environment.

American Indian (n)
a member of any of
the Indigenous
peoples of the
Western
Hemisphere except
often certain
peoples (such as
the Yupik and Inuit)
who live in Arctic
regions.

Native
American (n)
a member of
any of the
Indigenous
peoples of the
Western
Hemisphere.

Region (n)
A broad
geographic area
distinguished by
similar features.

Indigenous
(adj)
Produced,
growing,
living, or
occurring
natively or
naturally in a
particular
region or
environment.
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Imagine stepping into a time machine and traveling
across Texas. Not the Texas you see today, but a land
of forests, rivers, plains, and deserts where Native
American Tribes built homes and strong
communities. Today, you’ll meet the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas, Caddo Nation, Comanche,
Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas, and the Ysleta
del Sur Pueblo, each with their own way of living and
using the land. 

These Tribes are not just part of the past. They are
still here today, leading their communities and
celebrating their cultures. In this lesson, you’ll
become a history detective, exploring each Tribe
and discovering what makes them unique. Think
about your own life: your food, traditions, and
community. Now, get ready to compare your world
to theirs. Let’s begin!

INTRODUCTION
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Alabama‑Coushatta
Tribe of Texas

Caddo Nation
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Comanche
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Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo
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Tribal Map



TIP

After viewing the images:
What makes a community
more than just a place to
live?
What traditions or
celebrations are important in
your family or community?

THINK-PAIR-SHARE

Start your sentence this way: 
“A community is where you ___.” or “My family really likes to ___.” 
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The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas were two separate Tribes first (Alibamu
and Koasati), and lived in the southeastern United States in what is now
Alabama. Before Europeans arrived, they both hunted animals, fished, and grew
crops for food. They were also mound builders connected to Alabama and
Mississippi. They built small villages with simple houses made from natural
materials like wood and grass. The land was very important to them because it
gave them food, shelter, and a place to live together as a community. The
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe also helped people during the Texas Revolution. They
stayed mostly neutral, which means they did not choose a side in the war. They
helped settlers by giving them food, helping them cross rivers, and showing
soldiers the safest paths. Their kindness and knowledge helped many people
stay safe. Over time, the Alabama and Coushatta Tribes became close and
combined into one Tribe. Today, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe lives on a
reservation in East Texas near Livingston. They are led by a principal chief and a
tribal council, with Chief Donnis Battise as their leader. They have a cultural
connection to the long-leaf pine, from which they make their baskets even today.
The Tribe celebrates its culture with events like monthly powwows, where people
gather to dance, sing, and share traditions. Their powwow in the month of June
is equivalent to a homecoming, and most widely advertised to the public. They
also focus on language preservation and making cultural items like baskets and
weaving and beading. The Tribe says their history, culture, and connection to
their land are very important because they help keep their identity strong and
remind them who they are.

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA TRIBE OF TEXAS
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The Caddo Nation originally lived in a large area that is now
parts of northeastern Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and
Louisiana before Europeans arrived. The areas were mostly
near rivers and forests. They farmed crops like corn, beans,
and squash, and also hunted and gathered food. Their
homes were made from wood, grass, and cane, and they
lived in villages that stayed in the same place for a long time.
The Caddo people had a strong connection to the land
because it gave them food, water, and materials to build
their homes, and they believed the land was special and
important to their culture. Today, the Caddo Nation has their
headquarters in Binger, Oklahoma. The Tribe is led by
Chairman Bobby Gonzalez, and he and the Tribal Council
help make decisions to support their people. The Caddo
people celebrate their culture with dances, songs, and
gatherings that keep their traditions alive. They say it is very
important to protect their culture, stories, and connection to
their land so future generations will remember who they are. 

CADDO NATION 
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Before the Texas Republic, the Comanche lived across a large
area called Comancheria, which included much of west and
north Texas and parts of nearby states. They followed the
buffalo herds, eating buffalo meat and using buffalo hides to
make clothes and tepees for shelter. Horses were very
important to their way of life. The Comanche had a strong
connection to the land because it provided food, water,
animals, and places to travel and live. Today, most members of
the Comanche Nation live in and around Lawton, Oklahoma,
although some live in Texas and other states. The tribe is led by
a chairman and other elected leaders who help make decisions
for the nation. Important cultural celebrations include the
annual Comanche Nation Fair and Homecoming Powwow,
where people gather to dance, sing, and celebrate their
heritage. The Comanche call themselves Nʉmʉnʉʉ, which
means “The People,” and they say it is important to protect
their language, culture, history, and connection to their
ancestors for future generations.

COMANCHE NATION
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The Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas first lived near the
Great Lakes, in areas that are now states like Michigan, before
Europeans came. They farmed foods like corn, beans, and
squash, and they also hunted animals and gathered plants.
They lived in villages part of the year and moved around to
find food. The Kickapoo had a strong connection to the land
because it gave them food, shelter, and everything they
needed to survive. Today, many Kickapoo people live in Texas,
Oklahoma, Kansas, and Mexico. The Kickapoo Traditional
Tribe of Texas has a reservation near Eagle Pass, along the Rio
Grande. They are led by a tribal council, including Chairman 
Estavio Elizondo, Sr., who helps make decisions for the Tribe.
The Kickapoo still practice important ceremonies and
traditions, often traveling between Texas, Oklahoma, and
Mexico to celebrate together. They believe education, culture,
language, and community are very important, and they work
hard to teach these traditions to younger generations so their
identity stays strong. 

KICKAPOO TRADITIONAL TRIBE OF TEXAS
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The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo (Tigua) people originally lived in
the southwestern U.S. of what is now New Mexico and Texas
before Europeans came. They also lived in the Mountain
and Basins region. They were farmers who grew crops like
corn, wheat, and beans, and they built homes called
pueblos made from adobe (mud and clay). They had a
strong connection to the land and the Rio Grande, which
gave them water for farming and was very important to
their way of life. Today, the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo are mainly
in El Paso, where they have lived for over 300 years. Their
Tribal leader is Cacique Johnny Hisa, and the Tribe also has
a Tribal council that helps make decisions. The Tribe
celebrates its culture through events like traditional dances,
feasts, which bring the community together and honor their
history. The Tribe says that their identity is important
because it connects them to their ancestors, their
traditions, and their land, and they work hard to keep their
culture alive for future generations. 

YSLETA DEL SUR PUEBLO TRIBE



TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: ______________________
Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Past Location:

Present Location:

Current Tribal Leader:

One Tribe Value:

Alabama‑Coushatta Tribe of Texas

One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:
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TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: ______________________
Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Past Location:

Present Location:

Current Tribal Leader:

One Tribe Value:

Caddo Nation

One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:
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TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: ______________________
Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Past Location:

Present Location:

Current Tribal Leader:

One Tribe Value:

Comanche

One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:
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TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: _______________________
Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Past Location:

Present Location:

Current Tribal Leader:

One Tribe Value:

Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas

One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:
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TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: ______________________
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Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Past Location:

Present Location:

Current Tribal Leader:

One Tribe Value:

Ysleta del Sur Pueblo (Tigua)

One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:



TIP

Create a postcard that teaches
someone one important fact about
a Native American Tribe in Texas
today:

Postcard must include at least two
facts from their Tribe Chart Notes
and a drawing of your choice.

TRIBAL POST CARD

Start your sentence this way: 
"One important fact about the _____ is…."

(EXIT TICKET)

TIP Mail this postcard to an important person in
your own community/family.
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EXIT TICKET

Name:Name:Name:

Date:Date:Date:
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STATE HISTORIC SITE CONNECTION

More than 1,200 years ago, the Caddo people chose a place in what is
now East Texas to build a village and ceremonial center with mounds,
because it had rich soil, water, and forests that helped them survive.
They farmed crops like corn and lived in strong villages that were all
connected. This became an important center for trade, religion, and
leadership. The Caddo traded with people far away, even in places like
Florida and Illinois! The El Camino Real de los Tejas was an important
trade route developed by Caddo people. This shows how connected
they were. Over time, people moved away from this site, but the
Caddo culture continued. During the Removal Era, Caddo people were
forced to leave their homelands and pushed into Oklahoma, where
their descendants still live today. Caddo Mounds State Historic Site is
a special place where the public can learn about the history of Caddo
people, see the sacred mounds built by Caddo people, walk along the
El Camino Real, and observe celebrations hosted by Caddo people
today. You can visit the museum and a recreation of an actual grass
house, so explore this amazing place for yourself!

Explore Caddo Mounds

Caddo Mounds State Historic Site
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https://www.nps.gov/elte/index.htm
https://thc.texas.gov/state-historic-sites/caddo-mounds/caddo-mounds-history
https://thc.texas.gov/historic-sites/caddo-mounds


THANK YOU!

thc.texas.gov/learn

Click the book icon to view
additional learning resources.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthc.texas.gov%2Flearn%2Flesson-plans-and-resources-teachers-and-students%23accordion-indigenous&data=05%7C02%7CDanielle.Christian%40thc.texas.gov%7C24eeb8d8b6b24b4a09a008dee8dc3422%7C97a63ca8ab954c2e902324a93f497919%7C0%7C0%7C639204229672242669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g2Kg9MbsUUbOKScZPXa%2BDgOXlkKgnogliI29BT62Taw%3D&reserved=0

	FIRST TEXANS
	INDIGENOUS TRIBES IN TEXAS
	4TH GRADE

	BY THE END OF THIS LESSON, I WILL BE ABLE TO:
	Identify the regions inhabited by five of the 29 Tribal Nations connected to Texas: Alabama‑Coushatta, Caddo, Comanche, Kickapoo, and Ysleta del Sur Pueblo peoples both historically and today.
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	INTRODUCTION
	Imagine stepping into a time machine and traveling across Texas. Not the Texas you see today, but a land of forests, rivers, plains, and deserts where Native American Tribes built homes and strong communities. Today, you’ll meet the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, Caddo Nation, Comanche, Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas, and the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo, each with their own way of living and using the land.
	These Tribes are not just part of the past. They are still here today, leading their communities and celebrating their cultures. In this lesson, you’ll become a history detective, exploring each Tribe and discovering what makes them unique. Think about your own life: your food, traditions, and community. Now, get ready to compare your world to theirs. Let’s begin!
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	Alabama‑Coushatta Tribe of Texas
	Caddo Nation
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	Comanche

	FIRST TEXANS
	INDIGENOUS TRIBES IN TEXAS
	Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas
	Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo
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	Tribal Map
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	INDIGENOUS TRIBES IN TEXAS
	THINK-PAIR-SHARE
	After viewing the images:
	What makes a community more than just a place to live?
	What traditions or celebrations are important in your family or community?
	TIP
	Start your sentence this way:
	“A community is where you ___.” or “My family really likes to ___.”
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	ALABAMA-COUSHATTA TRIBE OF TEXAS
	The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas were two separate Tribes first (Alibamu and Koasati), and lived in the southeastern United States in what is now Alabama. Before Europeans arrived, they both hunted animals, fished, and grew crops for food. They were also mound builders connected to Alabama and Mississippi. They built small villages with simple houses made from natural materials like wood and grass. The land was very important to them because it gave them food, shelter, and a place to live together as a community. The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe also helped people during the Texas Revolution. They stayed mostly neutral, which means they did not choose a side in the war. They helped settlers by giving them food, helping them cross rivers, and showing soldiers the safest paths. Their kindness and knowledge helped many people stay safe. Over time, the Alabama and Coushatta Tribes became close and combined into one Tribe. Today, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe lives on a reservation in East Texas near Livingston. They are led by a principal chief and a tribal council, with Chief Donnis Battise as their leader. They have a cultural connection to the long-leaf pine, from which they make their baskets even today. The Tribe celebrates its culture with events like monthly powwows, where people gather to dance, sing, and share traditions. Their powwow in the month of June is equivalent to a homecoming, and most widely advertised to the public. They also focus on language preservation and making cultural items like baskets and weaving and beading. The Tribe says their history, culture, and connection to their land are very important because they help keep their identity strong and remind them who they are.
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	CADDO NATION
	The Caddo Nation originally lived in a large area that is now parts of northeastern Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana before Europeans arrived. The areas were mostly near rivers and forests. They farmed crops like corn, beans, and squash, and also hunted and gathered food. Their homes were made from wood, grass, and cane, and they lived in villages that stayed in the same place for a long time. The Caddo people had a strong connection to the land because it gave them food, water, and materials to build their homes, and they believed the land was special and important to their culture. Today, the Caddo Nation has their headquarters in Binger, Oklahoma. The Tribe is led by Chairman Bobby Gonzalez, and he and the Tribal Council help make decisions to support their people. The Caddo people celebrate their culture with dances, songs, and gatherings that keep their traditions alive. They say it is very important to protect their culture, stories, and connection to their land so future generations will remember who they are.
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	COMANCHE NATION
	Before the Texas Republic, the Comanche lived across a large area called Comancheria, which included much of west and north Texas and parts of nearby states. They followed the buffalo herds, eating buffalo meat and using buffalo hides to make clothes and tepees for shelter. Horses were very important to their way of life. The Comanche had a strong connection to the land because it provided food, water, animals, and places to travel and live. Today, most members of the Comanche Nation live in and around Lawton, Oklahoma, although some live in Texas and other states. The tribe is led by a chairman and other elected leaders who help make decisions for the nation. Important cultural celebrations include the annual Comanche Nation Fair and Homecoming Powwow, where people gather to dance, sing, and celebrate their heritage. The Comanche call themselves Nʉmʉnʉʉ, which means “The People,” and they say it is important to protect their language, culture, history, and connection to their ancestors for future generations.
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	KICKAPOO TRADITIONAL TRIBE OF TEXAS
	The Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas first lived near the Great Lakes, in areas that are now states like Michigan, before Europeans came. They farmed foods like corn, beans, and squash, and they also hunted animals and gathered plants. They lived in villages part of the year and moved around to find food. The Kickapoo had a strong connection to the land because it gave them food, shelter, and everything they needed to survive. Today, many Kickapoo people live in Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Mexico. The Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas has a reservation near Eagle Pass, along the Rio Grande. They are led by a tribal council, including Chairman
	Estavio Elizondo, Sr., who helps make decisions for the Tribe. The Kickapoo still practice important ceremonies and traditions, often traveling between Texas, Oklahoma, and Mexico to celebrate together. They believe education, culture, language, and community are very important, and they work hard to teach these traditions to younger generations so their identity stays strong.
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	YSLETA DEL SUR PUEBLO TRIBE
	The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo (Tigua) people originally lived in the southwestern U.S. of what is now New Mexico and Texas before Europeans came. They also lived in the Mountain and Basins region. They were farmers who grew crops like corn, wheat, and beans, and they built homes called pueblos made from adobe (mud and clay). They had a strong connection to the land and the Rio Grande, which gave them water for farming and was very important to their way of life. Today, the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo are mainly in El Paso, where they have lived for over 300 years. Their Tribal leader is Cacique Johnny Hisa, and the Tribe also has a Tribal council that helps make decisions. The Tribe celebrates its culture through events like traditional dances, feasts, which bring the community together and honor their history. The Tribe says that their identity is important because it connects them to their ancestors, their traditions, and their land, and they work hard to keep their culture alive for future generations.
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	TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: ______________________
	Alabama‑Coushatta Tribe of Texas
	Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

	1.
	Past Location:
	Present Location:
	One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:

	2.
	3.
	4.
	Current Tribal Leader:

	5.
	One Tribe Value:
	FIRST TEXANS
	INDIGENOUS TRIBES IN TEXAS


	TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: ______________________
	Caddo Nation
	Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

	1.
	Past Location:
	Present Location:
	One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:

	2.
	3.
	4.
	Current Tribal Leader:

	5.
	One Tribe Value:
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	TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: ______________________
	Comanche
	Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

	1.
	Past Location:
	Present Location:
	One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:

	2.
	3.
	4.
	Current Tribal Leader:

	5.
	One Tribe Value:
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	TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: _______________________
	Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas
	Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

	1.
	Past Location:
	Present Location:
	One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:

	2.
	3.
	4.
	Current Tribal Leader:

	5.
	One Tribe Value:
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	TRIBE SUMMARY SHEET: ______________________
	Ysleta del Sur Pueblo (Tigua)
	Fill this out as you read the Tribe bio sheet!

	1.
	Past Location:
	Present Location:
	One Cultural Celebration and/or Tradition:

	2.
	3.
	4.
	Current Tribal Leader:

	5.
	One Tribe Value:
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	TRIBAL POST CARD
	(EXIT TICKET)
	Create a postcard that teaches someone one important fact about a Native American Tribe in Texas today:
	Postcard must include at least two facts from their Tribe Chart Notes and a drawing of your choice.
	Start your sentence this way:
	"One important fact about the _____ is…."
	TIP
	TIP
	Mail this postcard to an important person in your own community/family.
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	EXIT TICKET
	Name:
	Date:
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	STATE HISTORIC SITE CONNECTION
	Caddo Mounds State Historic Site
	More than 1,200 years ago, the Caddo people chose a place in what is now East Texas to build a village and ceremonial center with mounds, because it had rich soil, water, and forests that helped them survive. They farmed crops like corn and lived in strong villages that were all connected. This became an important center for trade, religion, and leadership. The Caddo traded with people far away, even in places like Florida and Illinois! The El Camino Real de los Tejas was an important trade route developed by Caddo people. This shows how connected they were. Over time, people moved away from this site, but the Caddo culture continued. During the Removal Era, Caddo people were forced to leave their homelands and pushed into Oklahoma, where their descendants still live today. Caddo Mounds State Historic Site is a special place where the public can learn about the history of Caddo people, see the sacred mounds built by Caddo people, walk along the El Camino Real, and observe celebrations hosted by Caddo people today. You can visit the museum and a recreation of an actual grass house, so explore this amazing place for yourself!
	Explore Caddo Mounds
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	THANK YOU!
	thc.texas.gov/learn


