Archeology in the Classroom: Cross=Mending
Creating a Hands=On Learning Opportunity

Archeology can provide great insights into the history of Texas. After the burning of the town of San
Felipe de Austin during the Runaway Scrape, thousands of artifacts that survived the fire were left
to sit for decades before slowly being absorbed
into the earth. Past and future archeological
excavations of the footprint of San Felipe de
Austin can greatly increase the understanding of
those that lived in the capital of Austin’s Colony
200 years ago including Stephen F. Austin and the
Old 300.

In 2014, archeological excavations unearthed the
brick-lined cellar (pictured left) of one of the
hotels located in the town of San Felipe de Austin.
This cellar had been mentioned in various primary

sources, but it was not until this excavation that
the site was able to confirm its existence through

Archeological excavation of the San Felipe de Austin State
Historic Site, 2014. Image: San Felipe de Austin State
Historic Site means other than the written word.

How can | bring archeology into my classroom?

The process of putting archeological artifacts back together is called “cross-mending.” Cross-
mending allows archeologists and historians to better study the artifacts found through
excavations. This is primarily done for ceramic artifacts.

Materials Needed:

e Ceramic plates, teacups, bowls, etc. (donated or thrifted
for a low-cost activity)

e Painter’s tape

e Lunch trays or butcher paper for a working surface

e Gallon Ziplock baggies

After acquiring several ceramic items, place eachitemin a
separate Ziplock baggie and close tightly. Drop each item 3-4

Cross-mending demonstrated by an
archeological artifact. Image: San Felipe
feet from the ground to break the items into multiple pieces. de Austin State Historic Site

Repeat to obtain smaller pieces.
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Students can then dump their ceramic items onto their tray or work surface. Using patterns,
shapes, and other context clues, have students piece their item back together using small pieces of
painter’s tape. To make the activity more challenging, remove some of the pieces from the bag
before students acquire them. Archeologists rarely have all the pieces of an artifact!

For more information about San Felipe
de Austin State Historic Site, please
visit our website by scanning the QR
code or going to
www.visitsanfelipedeaustin.com
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