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To: Texas Historical Commission (THC) Customers and External Stakeholders
From: Kristen Worman, General Counsel

Date:  August 11, 2026

Subject: Notice and Opportunity to Comment on THC’s Regulatory Efficiency Review

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) is working with the Texas Regulatory Efficiency Office (TREO) to
streamline its rules. Under Texas Government Code §465.0052(4), TREO coordinates with state agencies to
reduce rules or other regulatory requirements, including by reducing inefficiencies from rules or other
regulatory requirements, and by eliminating those that are unnecessary or ineffective.

As a result of the regulatory efficiency review, THC is considering taking the following actions. THC is seeking
comments on these proposed actions, and is particularly interested in feedback on possible cost savings. This is
a request for preliminary feedback. There will be a separate opportunity for input during formal rule proposals.
After this comment period ends, THC and TREO will evaluate the feedback received and finalize the
recommendations.

Submit any written comments to RuleComments@thc.texas.gov.

Per TREO’s Regulatory Efficiency Review Order of Operations, Step 5, the deadline to submit all comments is
14 days from this notice. Therefore, this deadline is August 25, 2026, 5 pm, CST.

Actions

Rules to be repealed:

e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §11.6; Conduct of Meeting

e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §11.11; Restrictions on Assignment of Vehicles

e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §21.15; Museum Services

e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §29.9; Expectations for Drafting a Collections Management Policy for Managing
State-Associated Collections

Rules to be amended (substantive):
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §11.23; Procedure for Contracts Requiring Enhanced Contract or Performance
Monitoring
o Not yet published
o Agency could cross-reference the CPA rules regarding this and state commission requirements in a more
concise matter
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §13.1; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Definitions
o Published on 05-08-26
o Amendments currently in process to refine definitions and remove language that is redundant with
subsequent sections
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §13.2; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Qualification Requirements
o Published on 05-08-26
o Amendments currently in process to clarify application requirements
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13 Tex. Admin. Code §13.3; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Evaluation of Significance

o Published on 05-08-26

o Amendments currently in process to reflect statutory eligibility requirements and remove typographical
errors

13 Tex. Admin. Code §13.4; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Description of Rehabilitation

o Published on 05-08-26

o Amendments currently in process to clarify application evaluation procedures

13 Tex. Admin. Code §13.5; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Request for Certification of

Completed Work

o Published on 05-08-26

o Amendments currently in process to clarify application evaluation procedures

13 Tex. Admin. Code §13.6; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Application Review Process

o Published on 05-08-26

o Amendments currently in process to clarify application evaluation procedures

13 Tex. Admin. Code §13.8; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Relationship with the Federal

Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program

o Published on 05-08-26

o Amendments currently in process to clarify application evaluation procedures

13 Tex. Admin. Code §13.9; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Appeals

o Published on 05-08-26

o Amendments currently in process to clarify appeals process

13 Tex. Admin. Code §21.7; Application Requirements

o Published on 05-08-26

o Remove overly specific and redundant language already given in Official Texas Historical Marker
procedures and add the new Historic Texas Freedmen’s Cemetery designation

13 Tex. Admin. Code §21.9; Application Evaluation Procedures

o Published on 05-08-26

o Remove overly specific and redundant language already given in Official Texas Historical Marker
procedures and add the new Historic Texas Freedmen’s Cemetery designation

13 Tex. Admin. Code §22.3; Abatement of Cemetery as Nuisance

o Published on 03-13-26

o Clarify and specify THC’s role in abatement of a cemetery as a nuisance and options in such cases

13 Tex. Admin. Code §22.5; Removal of Remains from an Abandoned or Unknown Cemetery

o Not yet published

o Remove overly specific and correct inaccuracies

13 Tex. Admin. Code §22.6; Historic Texas Cemeteries

o Published on 03-13-26

o Update procedures for Historic Texas Cemetery designations and add procedures for the new Historic
Texas Freedmen’s Cemetery designation to implement Senate Bill 217 as enacted by the 89th Texas
Legislature

13 Tex. Admin. Code §26.9; Designation of Private Property

o Not yet published

o Provide for a process for private owners to propose amendment to a designated landmark

13 Tex. Admin. Code §26.25; Memorandum of Understanding with Texas Department of Transportation

o Not yet published

o Revise language and policies developed in conjunction with Texas Department of Transportation
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e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §28.2; Definitions
o Not yet published
o Simplify/Clarify language
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §28.4; State Land Tracts Designated as High Probability
o Not yet published
o Simplify/Clarify language
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §28.6; Conduct of Activities
o Not yet published
o Simplify/Clarify language
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §28.9; Analysis and Presentation of Data
o Not yet published
o Simplify/Clarify language
e 13Tex.Admin. Code §29.6; State-Associated Collections: Certification of Curatorial Facilities
o Not yet published
o Consolidate and streamline language:
= Streamline numeric certification standards and submission steps also stated in THC Collections
Management Policy, keeping the substantive facility requirements in rule
= Simplify applicability provisions into one applicability paragraph to remove repetition without
narrowing the rule's coverage
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §29.5; State-Associated Collections: Ownership and Disposition
o Not yet published
o Eliminate outdated statutory reference and redundant language:
= Revisit the potentially outdated or erroneous reference to Tex. Nat. Res. Code section 191.052(b), a
subsection that does not exist in current statute
= Consolidate disposition provisions that overlap with 13 Tex. Admin. Code §§26.17 and 29.6 into a
single cross reference to those companion rules
= State prohibition on commercial exploitation once rather than repeating it in both 13 Tex. Admin.
Code §26.17 and 13 Tex. Admin. Code §29.5, preserving the substantive prohibition
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §16.2; Historic Sites: Admission and Facility Use Fees
o Not yet published
o Eliminate redundant language by consolidating the following:
= Consolidate nine reduced-fee visitor categories into a single grouped list to shorten the section while
preserving each category
* Add provision such as “an action assigned to the Executive Director may be performed by the
Executive Director or their designee” and strike subsequent repeated phrase “or his/her designee”
elsewhere in the rule
= Consolidate the waiver paragraphs in subsections (a)(6) and (a)(7) into a single subsection
= Revise apparent drafting error in subsection (¢)(3) (“...the rules stated in this stated in this
section...”)
e 13 Tex. Admin. Code §16.12 Historic Sites: Concessions
o Not yet published
o Consolidate overlapping provisions and remove redundant language:
= Revise subsection (e) to focus on contract duration and terms and have a single separate provision
for penalties, interest, waiver authority, and rate-approval standards; this would consolidate the
overlapping provisions in subsections (e) and (f), such as subsection (e)(2) and (f)(5); subsection
(e)(3) and (f)(6), and subsection (e)(4) and (f)(7), to reduce overlapping text
= Require compliance with state contracting and purchasing laws once as a general provision and
remove subsequent references as found in subsections (c)(1), (c)(4), (d)(2), and (d)(3)
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13 Tex. Admin. Code §15.6; Certified Local Government Program
o Not yet published
o Review rule for any restated federal program narrative and revise subsection (¢) to cross-reference to 54
U.S.C. § 302503(a) where applicable
13 Tex. Admin. Code §29.4; State-Associated Collections: Definitions
o Not yet published
o Keep only terms unique to these rules and cross reference shared terms to the definitions in 13 Tex.
Admin. Code §26.3 (for example, 'antiquities' and 'accession')
13 Tex. Admin. Code §25.1; State Archeological Program: Definitions
o Not yet published
o Keep only terms unique to these rules and cross reference shared terms to the definitions in 13 Tex.
Admin. Code §26.3 (for example, 'antiquities' and 'accession')
13 Tex. Admin. Code §18.3; Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory Commission
Meetings
o Not yet published
o Remove redundant language and provide statutory cross references:
= Remove the restated quarterly meeting, quorum, and public-access provisions that are set by Tex.
Gov't Code §448.056 and replace them with a cross reference to the statute
= Limit the section to the meeting procedures not addressed by section 448.056, such as the special-
meeting notice mechanics, and state each once
13 Tex. Admin. Code §11.24; Delegation of Authority to Executive Director
o Not yet published
o Review rule language for possible consolidation and use statutory cross references:
= Review the section to ensure it aligns with the delegation authority in Tex. Gov't Code §442.0045
and whether any provisions may be replaced with a cross reference
= Review whether the long enumerated list of delegated permit and contract acts can be consolidated
into functional categories with statutory cross references to the Antiquities Code §§191.053 through
191.131)
13 Tex. Admin. Code §16.13; Historic Sites: Collections Management
o Not yet published
o Review rule language for possible consolidation and use statutory cross references:
= Consolidate the governance and authority statement and cross reference 13 Tex. Admin. Code §29.7
and the Collections Management Policy
= Replace the restated statutory citations (Nat. Res. Code §§191.051 and 191.058; Gov't Code
§§442.007, 442.015, and 442.075) with a single authority line
= Streamline the deaccessioning procedure
13 Tex. Admin. Code §11.9; Donations and Affiliated Non-Profit Organization
o Not yet published
o Review section to align with affiliated nonprofit provisions in Subchapter A-1, Chapter 442 and cross
reference Tex. Gov't Code §442.005(p) and remove restated statutory authority for nonprofit
relationship.
13 Tex. Admin. Code §20.213 Tex. Admin. Code §20.2; Texas Treasure Business Award: Establishment
and Definitions
o Not yet published
o Tighten definitions block by removing self-evident or duplicative terms and consolidate eligibility
criteria into a single list that cross references criteria in Tex. Gov't Code §442.020
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13 Tex. Admin. Code §11.12; Public Information: Cost-Recovery Time Limit

o Not yet published

o Review whether this section can be streamlined with cross references to the statutory provisions in Tex.
Gov't Code §552.275

13 Tex. Admin. Code §11.13; Contract Protest Procedure

o Not yet published

o Streamline rule language by cross referencing the Comptroller protest framework:

Cross reference the Comptroller protest framework under Tex. Gov't Code Chapters 2155 through
2158 rather than restating it

Rewrite the section to include only the agency-specific submission and review steps, removing the
restated Comptroller framework

Consolidate the appeal and decision-timeline provisions into a single subsection

13 Tex. Admin. Code §21.7; Application Requirements

o Not yet published
o Consolidate the Historical Marker and Undertold Marker application procedures and criteria into a single
application governed by 13 Tex. Admin. Code §§21.7-21.9; alternatively, the agency may consider
removing the application process from the rule and consolidate this as a single application on the website
13 Tex. Admin. Code §21.9; Application Evaluation Procedures

o Not yet published

o Consolidate the Historical Marker and Undertold Marker application procedures and criteria into a
single application governed by 13 Tex. Admin. Code §§21.7-21.9; alternatively, the agency may
consider removing the application process from the rule and consolidate this as a single application on

the

website

Rules to be amended (fast-track updates to correct plain language and citations/references):

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §11.4; Duties of Officers; Not yet published

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §15.3; State Board of Review/National Register; Published on 05-08-26

13 Tex.

Admin.

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §15.5; Federal Tax Incentives; Not yet published
Code §21.6; Recorded Texas Historic Landmark Designation; Published on 05-08-26

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §21.11; Review of Work on Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks; Published on 05-

08-26

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §21.12; Marker Text Requests; Published on 05-08-26

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §21.13; Removal of Markers and Monuments; Not yet published

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §22.1; Definitions; Published on 03-13-26

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §22.2; Authority of Commission; Published on 03-13-26

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §22.4; Unknown, Abandoned, and Unverified Cemeteries; Published on 03-13-26

13 Tex.

Admin.

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §26.3; Definitions; Not yet published
Code §26.4; Professional Qualifications and Requirements; Not yet published

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §26.5; Antiquities Advisory Board; Not yet published

13 Tex.

Admin.

Code §26.7; Location and Discovery of Cultural Resources and Landmarks; Not yet

published

13 Tex

. Admin.

Code §26.8; Designation Procedures for Publicly Owned Landmarks; Not yet published

13 Tex

. Admin.

Code §26.13; Application for Archeological Permits; Not yet published

13 Tex

. Admin.

Code §26.14; Issuance and Restrictions of Archeological Permits; Not yet published

13 Tex

. Admin.

Code §26.15; Archeological Permit Categories; Not yet published

13 Tex

. Admin.

Code §26.16; Reports Relating to Archeological Permits; Not yet published
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Code §26.17; Principal Investigator's Responsibilities for Disposition of Archeological

Artifacts and Data; Not yet published

13 Tex. Admin.

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.18; Compliance with Rules for Archeological Permits; Not yet published
Code §26.20; Application for Historic Buildings and Structures Permits; Not yet published

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.21; Issuance and Restriction of Historic Buildings and Structures Permits; Not yet

published
13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.22; Historic Buildings and Structures Permit Categories; Not yet published

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.23; Reports Relating to Historic Buildings and Structures Permits; Not yet

published
13 Tex. Admin.

yet published
13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.28; Removal of Designations for Privately or Publicly Owned Landmarks; Not

Code §28.1; Purpose and Scope; Not yet published

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §28.3; Procedures; Not yet published

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §28.5; Access to Information; Not yet published

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §28.7; Remote Sensing Survey for Pure Research Purposes; Not yet published

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §28.8; Activities Conducted on Shipwrecks beyond the Survey Level; Not yet

published
13 Tex. Admin.

Code §30.6; Reporting, records, and planning; Not yet published

Rules to be reviewed further:
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13 Tex. Admin.

13 Tex. Admin.

Code Chapter 11; Administration Department
Code Chapter 12; Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §13.1; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Definitions

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §13.2; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Qualification Requirements

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §13.3; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Evaluation of Significance

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §13.4; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Description of Rehabilitation

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §13.5; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Request for Certification of

Completed Work

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §13.6; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Application Review Process

13 Tex. Admin.

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §13.7; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program:
Code §13.8; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program:

Inspection
Relationship with the Federal

Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §13.9; Texas Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program: Appeals

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §17.1; Texas Preservation Trust Fund

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §17.2; Work on County Courthouses

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §19.3; Main Street Program: Definitions

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §19.4; Main Street Program: Application to the Program

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §19.5; Main Street Program: Assistance Provided

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §20.1; Establishment of Awards

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §21.11; Work on Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.1; Object

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.2; Scope

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.6; Permit Monitoring

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.10; Criteria for Evaluating Archeological Sites and Verifying Cemeteries

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.11; Criteria for Evaluating Shipwrecks

13 Tex. Admin.

Code §26.12; Criteria for Evaluating Caches and Collections
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places telling real stories

13 Tex. Admin. Code §26.19; Criteria for Evaluating Historic Buildings and Structures

13 Tex. Admin. Code §26.24; Compliance with Rules for Historic Buildings and Structures Permits
13 Tex. Admin. Code §26.27; Memorandum of Understanding with Texas Parks and Wildlife

13 Tex. Admin. Code §30.5; Texas Heritage Trail Region Operations
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