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TODD HUNTER 
TEXAS STATE REPRESENTITIVE 
DISTRICT 32 

        LEADERSHIP LETTER 

Preserving Texas’ rich heritage is 
an enduring responsibility that 
connects our past to the promise of 
future generations. Historic sites and 
community landmarks across the 
Lone Star State serve as important 
reminders of our identity, recalling 
the people and events that shaped the 
Texas we know today. 

In House District 32, we are 
fortunate to be stewards of several 
meaningful chapters of that story. 
One of the most notable is the Texas 
Historical Commission’s (THC) 
Fulton Mansion State Historic Site, 
an architectural treasure dating to 
1877 that reflects the innovation and 
ambition of the late 19th century on 
the Texas coast. Its preservation and 
interpretation offer visitors a unique 
window into coastal life and the 
entrepreneurial spirit that defined the 
region. 

The commitment to safeguarding 
our heritage extends beyond 
state historic sites. In downtown 
Corpus Christi, rehabilitation 
work on the historic Ritz Theatre, 
partly supported through THC-
administered grant funding, 
demonstrates how preservation can 
revitalize communities. Projects like 
this not only honor the past, but also 
contribute to our state’s economic 
development and renewed civic pride. 

Additionally, the THC’s La Salle 
Odyssey brings history directly to 
communities across our region, 
highlighting the significance of 
early exploration along the Texas 
coast. With several sites in our 
district participating, including the 
Corpus Christi Museum of Science 
and History and Rockport’s Texas 
Maritime Museum, this initiative 
strengthens public engagement with 
the stories that continue to shape our 
shared heritage. 

These efforts reflect the THC’s 
broader commitment to ensuring 
that Texas history remains accessible, 
relevant, and thoughtfully preserved. 
By investing in these places and 
programs, we reaffirm the importance 
of understanding where we have 
been as we look toward where we are 
going. 

I encourage Medallion readers to 
explore the work highlighted in 
this issue and to visit these heritage 
tourism sites. In doing so, we honor 
the legacy of those who came before 
us and ensure their stories endure. 

Sincerely, 

Todd Hunter 
Texas House of Representatives, 
District 32 
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NEWS 

The Texas Historical Commission 
(THC) honored nine individuals 
for their contributions to historic 
preservation at an April 9 awards 
banquet during its 10th annual Real 
Places conference. 

The annual THC Awards Banquet 
honors recipients of the agency’s 
Preservation Awards, which recognize 
significant accomplishments 
and exemplary leadership in the 
preservation of Texas’ heritage. The 
following awards were presented: 

THC PRESENTS 
PRESERVATION 
AWARDS 
AT REAL 
PLACES 2026 
CONFERENCE 

Learn more: 
thc.texas.gov/awards 

Ruth Lester Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Bill Warren of Weatherford 

Curtis D. Tunnell Lifetime Achievement 
Award in Archeology to Tom Hester 
of Leander 

Anice B. Read Award of Excellence in 
Community Heritage Development to 
the Sauer-Beckmann Living History 
Farm at Lyndon B. Johnson State Park 
& Historic Site in Stonewall 

Texas Historical Commission Award of 
Excellence in Preserving History to the 
Shumla Archaeological Research and 
Education Center in Comstock 

John Ben Shepperd County Historical 
Commission Leadership Award to 
Paula Ross of Allen 

Texas Historical Commission Award 
of Excellence in Historic Architecture 
to the Mission San José Rehabilitation 
Project in San Antonio 

George Christian Outstanding 
Volunteer of the Year Award to Steph 
McDougal of League City 

Texas Historical Commission Award of 
Excellence in Media Achievement to 
Olive Talley of Dallas 

John L. Nau, III Award of Excellence 
in Museums to the Buffalo Soldiers 
National Museum in Houston 
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The Castro County Courthouse in Dimmitt was recently 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Noted for 
its historical and architectural significance, the courthouse 
becomes the first property in Castro County to achieve 
National Register status.  

Built in 1939 with funding from the federal Public Works 
Administration (PWA), the Castro County Courthouse 
represents a critical period in the county’s history, as it 
emerged as a productive agricultural center on the Texas 
High Plains.  

Since its completion, the courthouse has served 
continuously as the center of county government, adapting 
to community needs through a well-regarded 1971 
addition that nearly doubled the building’s size while 
maintaining its architectural integrity. 

Designed by the Amarillo architectural firm Townes & 
Funk, the Castro County Courthouse exemplifies Moderne 
Classical design, a style that combined scaled-back classical 
elements with modernistic forms popular for Depression-
era public buildings. Architect Rabey G. Funk is credited 
with the design, which stands as one of at least 17 PWA-
funded courthouses constructed in Texas between 1935 
and 1940.   

The courthouse is well situated on a full city block in 
downtown Dimmitt—both an anchor and economic driver 
for the community’s historic downtown.  

Castro County government has worked for many years 
with the THC to preserve this iconic part of county 
history. The courthouse has already benefited from THC 
preservation programs, including a planning grant from the 
THC’s Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program, 
and the county is eligible to apply for additional funding.  

Learn more: 
thc.texas.gov/nrhp 

A new THC marker dedicated April 1 at Veterans 
Memorial Park in Fort Worth honors the Choctaw Code 
Talkers—soldiers of the 36th Infantry Division whose use 
of their native language propelled the Allied victory on the 
Western Front. 

The ceremony brought together leadership from the 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, the 56th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team, the City of Fort Worth, and the THC at a 
fitting location: the former grounds of Camp Bowie, where 
the Choctaw soldiers trained before deployment to the 
frontlines of France in 1918.  

“This marker is a doorway to a chapter of Texas and 
American history that defines the spirit of our state,” said 
THC Commissioner Catherine McKnight. “Though many 
of these men were not Texans by birth, they became part 
of the fabric of our National Guard. Their ingenuity and 
bravery remind us of the power of cultural heritage.” 

Choctaw Nation Chief Gary Batton spoke to the 
complexity of the Code Talkers’ service, saying, “It was a 
time when our people could not even vote; we were not 
even recognized as citizens. But our people stepped up 
for the greater good. To us, it wasn’t a ‘code’—it was our 
language and our culture being used to do the right thing 
for God and country.” 

The marker at Veterans Memorial Park (4120 Camp 
Bowie Blvd.) marks the area that was once part of Camp 
Bowie, where the original Choctaw Code Talkers first 
integrated into the 142nd Infantry Regiment. The marker 
text was developed in collaboration with Choctaw Nation 
representatives. 

Learn more: 
thc.texas.gov/markers 

CASTRO COUNTY 
RECEIVES FIRST NATIONAL 
REGISTER DESIGNATION NEW MARKER HONORS 

CHOCTAW CODE 
TALKERS 
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CORPUS CHRISTI AREA 
Mustang Island, Port Aransas, and 
North Padre Island are classic beach 
destinations, where travelers can 
enjoy small-town charm with city 
amenities nearby. Port A offers beach-
town shops and casual eateries, while 
Corpus Christi features impressive 
museums and esteemed cultural 
attractions. 

For a distinctively different 
destination, head just 30 miles 

up the coast to explore the Texas 
Historical Commission’s (THC) 
Fulton Mansion State Historic Site. 
Overlooking Aransas Bay, the stately 
structure has drawn attention for 
nearly 150 years with its handsome 
French Second Empire architecture, 
topped with a mansard roof.  

In the 1870s, George and Harriet 
Fulton found financial success in 
the shipping business, sending cattle 
tallow and hides to and from New 

Orleans. They used their fortune to 
design and build their three-story 
mansion, which featured numerous 
innovative features for its time. 
Its advanced mechanical systems 
included gas lighting, central heating, 
and indoor plumbing. 

According to Site Educator Cortney 
Smith, visitors are especially intrigued 
by the home’s sophisticated plumbing 
system, which included flush toilets 
and hot and cold running water 

 Beyond 
the Beach  
HISTORIC SITES OFFER A REFRESHING 
SUMMER ESCAPE ALONG THE TEXAS COAST 
By Andy Rhodes 
Managing Editor, The Medallion 

FEATURE 

Summer travelers typically stroll along Texas’ 
Gulf Coast beaches searching for intact sand 
dollars and fleet-footed sandpipers—not 
historical destinations. But history beckons 
beyond the waves.  

With more than 350 miles of open-coast 
shoreline, visitors have countless options 
for exploring heritage attractions, from 
Sabine Pass to South Padre Island. For 
those traveling to Corpus Christi or South 
Padre in search of a break from triple-digit 
heat, consider these historical getaways, 
featuring refreshing Texas mystique and air 
conditioning. 

Fulton Mansion State Historic Site 
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supplied by an attic tank using a 
gravity-fed system.  

“These were very innovative things 
for a home in this area at the time,” 
Smith says. “We take hot water and 
flush toilets for granted these days, 
but the Fultons were way ahead of 
their time.”  

Site Manager Dorothy Wood adds 
that one of the most popular exhibits 
in the home is a second-floor room 
with exposed architectural elements 
and old signatures on the walls. 
Informational panels explain unique 
items like latticework in the ceiling, 
pine floors with cypress lathing, and 
insulation made of oyster shells.  

“This room allows us to tell the story 
of the home before restoration,” 
Wood says, adding that most 
questions center on the graffiti from 
the site’s time as an RV park (circa 
1952–1976). “It’s always fun to hear 
stories from people who remember 
sliding down the bannisters here and 
riding on the dumbwaiter.”  

Currently, 
site staff are 
focused on a 
multifaceted 
preservation 
project in the 
front parlor room. 
Restoration teams are 
addressing structural 
issues, analyzing 
layers of 
paint, and 
conducting 
forensic 
tests. Staff 
offer behind-the-scenes 
looks at the project during 

First Saturday Walking Lectures 
and Parlor Talks. For more 
information about the project, visit 
friendsoffultonmansion.org. 

While planning a getaway to the 
mansion, be sure to consider visiting 
a few other cultural 
attractions in the area.  

One of the most 
impressive is just three 
miles away at Rockport’s 
Texas Maritime 
Museum, designated 
by the Legislature as 
the official maritime 
museum of Texas. After 
being nearly directly hit 
by Hurricane Harvey in 
2017, the museum was 
repaired and reopened 
to showcase its nautical 
stories, including an impressive 
collection of artifacts discovered 
during the THC’s excavation of 
the French ship La Belle in nearby 
Matagorda Bay.  

The History Center for Aransas 
County, located in a pleasant late-
1800s Victorian home, celebrates 
local heritage with historic artifacts 
and photos unique to a Texas Gulf 
Coast community. Just a few blocks 
away is downtown Rockport, a 
charming half-mile stretch of Austin 
Street anchored by the Rockport 
Center for the Arts and lined with 
galleries and beach shops. 

For those looking for a 
slightly more urban 

experience, 

set aside an afternoon to explore 
historical attractions in Corpus 
Christi, the largest city on the Gulf 
Coast. 

The Corpus Christi Museum of 
Science and History is part of the 

THC’s La Salle Odyssey, a collection 
of Gulf Coast museums showcasing 
artifacts from the agency’s La Belle 
excavation project. Visitors can also 
walk through a life-sized shipwreck 
exhibit housing items from the 1554 
Spanish plate fleet.  

A hot afternoon also offers a perfect 
excuse to experience the air-
conditioned USS Lexington, housed 
in one of the nation’s longest-serving 
aircraft carriers. This decommissioned 
World War II vessel is now a 33,000-
ton floating museum, transporting 
visitors back in time with tours of the 
ship’s decks and quarters, educational 
exhibits, 
and restored 
aircraft. 

History Center for Aransas County 

USS Lexington 
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FEATURE 

SOUTH PADRE AREA   
It’s well worth making the lengthy 
drive across the Wild Horse Desert 
to experience South Padre Island’s 
pristine beaches. The sand is soft and 
white, the Gulf water is blue, and 
there are no cars on the beach—all 
welcoming attributes that set South 
Padre apart from the rest of Texas’ 
Gulf Coast. The cultural attractions 
in the area are different, too. Heritage 
destinations range from nautical-
themed sites to Spanish Revival 
architecture to border-related military 
museums. 

Perhaps the most visible is the circa 
60-foot-tall structure overlooking 
the Laguna Madre: Port Isabel 
Lighthouse State Historic Site, a 
beloved landmark since 1852. The 
THC gained custody of the site in 
2019; since then, the agency has been 
coordinating preservation efforts and 
working with the City of Port Isabel 
to maintain the destination’s heritage. 

In 2022, the THC oversaw a 
significant project to install a 
reproduction of the original Fresnel 

lens, resulting in the lighthouse’s 
illumination for the first time in 117 
years. The lighting ceremony drew 
hundreds of onlookers and remains a 
point of pride for locals.  

“I still remember how special it felt to 
see tons of people here spread out all 
over our historic downtown,” says Site 
Educator Coty Camacho from the 
top of the lighthouse. “It was insane. 
People were so excited and proud to 
be part of the heart of Port Isabel.”  

It’s worth 
climbing the 
lighthouse’s 75 
winding stairs 
to experience 
the panoramic 
views of Port 
Isabel and South 
Padre Island. As 
the only Texas 
lighthouse open 
to the public, 
the site draws 
beach visitors 
and people 
curious to catch 

a view of the nearby SpaceX Starbase 
launchpad. 

The site dates to 1846, when it 
was initially developed as Fort 
Polk. Eighty years later, concerns 
about the landmark’s structural 
integrity led locals to raise money 
to restore the lighthouse. Visitation 
temporarily ceased during World 
Wars I and II, when the site was 
used as an observation tower to 
monitor potential enemy attacks. 
The lighthouse was officially donated 
to the state in 1950 to ensure its 
preservation as a historic site.  

“We enjoy having this wonderful 
story in our town that reminds 
visitors about an important part 
of Texas’ past,” says Site Manager 
Valerie Bates. 

She adds that plans are in the works 
for a major July 4 fireworks display 
at the site as part of the America250 
celebration. 

After visiting the lighthouse, be sure 
to walk a few blocks south to the 
Port Isabel Historical Museum, 
housed in the historic 1899 “Key of 
the Gulf” building. The museum 
chronicles the region’s heritage from 
its Indigenous Coahuiltecan roots to 

Port Isabel Lighthouse State Historic Site 

Port Isabel Historical Museum 
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its modern fishing industries. Visitors 
can explore two levels of interactive 
exhibits and artifacts, including one 
of the nation’s premier collections of 
military items from the U.S.-Mexican 
War. 

For those interested in the region’s 
natural heritage, the South Padre 
Island Birding, Nature Center 
& Alligator Sanctuary is nestled 
within 50 acres of coastal wetlands. 
The site offers an immersive escape 
with 3,300 feet of boardwalks and 
a five-story observation tower for 
spotting migratory birds. 

Next door, Sea Turtle, Inc. features 
tanks with sea turtles of various sizes, 
some reaching up to 450 pounds, 
with several species native to the Gulf 
Coast. 

Consider setting aside 
an extra day to explore 
heritage sites in the 
nearby Brownsville area. 
Many visitors are curious 
about SpaceX’s Starbase 
launch site, and there’s 
even a bit of history 

along the way. A 
THC Centennial 
Marker stands 
near a viewing 
platform 
overlooking 
Palmito Ranch 
Battlefield, the 
final land battle 
of the Civil War 
in May 1865. 
The battle, a 
Confederate 
victory, took 
place more than 
a month after 
Gen. Robert E. 
Lee’s surrender to 
Union forces.  

For an air-conditioned military-
related experience, visit nearby Palo 
Alto Battlefield National Historical 
Park, the only National Park Service 
unit dedicated to the U.S.-Mexican 
War. The park preserves the site of 
the pivotal 1846 battle that reshaped 
the map of North America and 
features paved interpretive trails, 
sweeping prairie views, and an 
impressive visitor center. 

Just down the road is the 
Historic Brownsville 
Museum, located in 
the 1929 Southern 
Pacific Railroad 
Depot, a 
stunning 
Spanish 

Colonial Revival building listed in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. Ornate stone carvings, red-
clay tiles, and Old-World ironwork 
transport visitors to another era.  

The nearby Brownsville Heritage 
Complex contains the 
Heritage Museum and 
the Stillman House 
Museum. The Stillman 

House—one of the city’s 
oldest structures (1850) and 

former home of Brownsville 
founder Charles Stillman— 

features period furniture, family 
mementos, and educational panels 
about the town’s early history.  

Thirty miles north in Harlingen is 
the THC’s Iwo Jima Museum and 
Monument State Historic Site. The 
site features the original full-sized 
model of the iconic Washington, 
D.C. monument dedicated to the 
World War II flag-raising on Mount 
Suribachi. This larger-than-life 
tribute honors fallen Marines and 
serves as a powerful memorial. Plans 
are currently underway for a new, 
expanded facility to better serve 
veterans and visitors.  

Learn more: 
texastimetravel.com 

Historic Brownsville Museum 

Brownsville Heritage Complex 

Iwo Jima Museum 
and Monument 
State Historic Site 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE! 
REAL PLACES CELEBRATES ITS 10TH YEAR WITH FUN AND FLAIR 
Photos by Patrick Hughey 

PRESERVATION 

The 10th annual Real Places 
conference, held at the 
Renaissance Austin Hotel April 
8–10, drew more than 800 
attendees and was considered a 
resounding success. Attendees, 
speakers, and exhibitors enjoyed 
three days of learning about 
historic preservation activities 
throughout the state. Highlights 
included keynote speeches by 
esteemed historians, workshops 
with industry experts, and an 
entertaining Texas trivia luncheon 
to cap off the conference. 
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In 2026, the living legacy of formerly 
enslaved Americans remains deeply 
present in communities across the 
United States, and few examples are 
as meaningful as the Johnson family 
of the Mims Community in Brazoria, 
Texas. 

Their story reflects a powerful truth: 
the era of slavery is not ancient 
history. Its grandchildren are still 
with us, carrying forward the 
strength, resilience, and pride of the 
ancestors who endured it. 

The Johnson family has lived in the 
Mims Community since the 1830s, 
rooted in land first purchased by 
their grandfathers. Solomon Johnson 
was the first to buy land after 
emancipation and eventually sold 
land to his brothers Pendleton and 
Jerry. 

Some of that land—hard-won, 
carefully protected, and lovingly 
passed down—stands as a testament 
to the determination of people who 
refused to let their futures be defined 
by the hardships they survived. 
For the Johnson descendants, the 
soil beneath their feet is more than 
property. It is a living archive of 
sacrifice, perseverance, and hope. 

ONLY TWO 
GENERATIONS AWAY 
As grandchildren of formerly enslaved 
Texans, the Johnsons’ descendants 
embody a legacy built on courage. 
The oldest living grandchild of 
Solomon Johnson is Carrie Thomas, 
now 105 years old. Two of her 
cousins, John Henry Johnson and 
Ruby Johnson, are the grandson and 

great-granddaughter of Jerry Johnson, 
respectively. 

Their grandparents and 
great-grandparents faced 
extraordinary challenges, yet they 
carved out space for their families to 
thrive. Carrie Thomas worked as a 
certified nursing assistant and later 
went to beauty school to become a 
beautician. John Henry worked at 
Dow Chemical Co. and is a Vietnam 
veteran who earned a Purple Heart 
medal. Both are still very active in the 
Brazoria community by participating 
in their local churches and annual 
Juneteenth celebrations. 

Families like the Johnsons built 
homes, cultivated communities, 
and insisted on dignity in a world 
that often denied it. Today, these 
descendants honor that legacy not 
only by remembering it, but by 
continuing to live with the same 
sense of purpose and pride.  

BEYOND JUNETEENTH 
The Johnson family is proud to be 
American and proud to be Texan. 
Their identity is shaped by a history 
of endurance and achievement, and 

by a commitment to preserving 
the values handed down through 
generations. In the Mims community, 
their presence is a reminder of how 
far their ancestors came and how 
deeply their contributions are woven 
into the fabric of Texas history. 

Acknowledging families like the 
Johnsons is important during 
Juneteenth and throughout the year. 
It reminds us that the past is not 
distant—it lives in the people who 
continue to uphold the traditions, 
stories, and land of those who 
came before them. Their ongoing 
stewardship of their ancestral 
property symbolizes a victory their 
grandparents once only dreamed of— 
ownership, stability, and the freedom 
to define their own future. 

With over 190 years of history in 
Texas, the Johnson family stands 
as a powerful example of resilience 
carried forward. Their story enriches 
the American narrative and honors 
the generations whose strength made 
today possible. Real places telling real 
stories, this is our Texas history. 

        COMMUNITY 

GRANDCHILDREN OF THE ENSLAVED 
CIVIL WAR ERA NOT ANCIENT HISTORY FOR BRAZORIA’S JOHNSON FAMILY 
By Samuel Collins III 
Levi Jordan Plantation Advisory Committee Co-Chair 

Community members joined Johnson and Jordan descendants for a special 
Women’s History Month program at the Levi Jordan Plantation State Historic Site. 
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For more than a quarter century 
Taylor County, the Abilene 
preservation community, and the 
Texas Historical Commission (THC) 
have worked and planned to save an 
irreplaceable part of Texas history. 

These efforts came to a 
triumphant close April 
16. Former Taylor County 
Judge Downing Bolls, long 
a champion of the project, 
and Red Coats from the 
Abilene County Chamber 
of Commerce cut the ribbon 
on its fully restored 1915 
courthouse before hundreds 
of elected officials, preservation 
advocates, and community members. 

The restoration project was funded 
by a nearly $6 million construction 
grant from the THC’s Texas Historic 
Courthouse Preservation Program 
(THCPP) along with more than $15 
million in county and other funds. 

The ceremony featured remarks 
from Bolls, Taylor County Judge 
Phil Crowley, Rep. Stan Lambert 
(House District 71), THC Vice Chair 
Garrett Donnelly, and former THC 
Commissioner Tom Perini. 

“Taylor County’s courthouse is 
a historic preservation dream,” 
Donnelly said. “For 25 years, the 
county worked with tenacity and 
dedication, emulating that same hard 
work that built the courthouse to 
begin with. The community should 
be proud.” 

The restoration, designed by Austin-
based preservation firm Architexas 
and constructed by Joe R. Jones 
Construction Inc., systematically 
reversed alterations. The district 
courtroom was restored, including 

the reconstruction of the 
judge’s bench and dividing 
rail, positioned to align with 
the original mosaic tile floor 
pattern revealed during 
selective demolition. 

These restorations do not 
simply restore a courthouse 
to its lost beauty. The Taylor 
County project addressed 

a century of deferred infrastructure 
needs, replacing mechanical, 
electrical, plumbing, and technology 
systems; improving ADA compliance; 
restoring exterior masonry and 
limestone elements; and replacing the 
membrane roof. 

Learn more: 
thc.texas.gov/courthouses 

PRESERVATION 

‘A PRESERVATION DREAM’   
1915 TAYLOR COUNTY COURTHOUSE REDEDICATED AFTER 25-YEAR EFFORT   
By Chris Florance 
THC Public Relations Officer 
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I can’t remember a time when I 
didn’t love taking field trips to 
museums and historic sites. As a kid, 
as a parent chaperone, as an intern 
supervisor—there’s always been 
a visceral excitement in stepping 
away from the classroom, home, or 
office and sinking into an immersive 
learning experience. Even though 
details fade with time, the memory of 
a bus ride through the King Ranch, a 
picnic in the Quadrangle at Fort Sam 
Houston, and shepherding fourth 
graders through the Bob Bullock 
Museum remains vivid. 

Not every child has the chance to 
make those memories, but every child 
could. That’s one reason I support 
the Friends of the Texas Historical 
Commission: so children can feel that 
same spark of curiosity, that same 
moment when history becomes real. 
For me, it’s a personal connection 
that links my donation to a child’s 
new experience of walking in the 
footsteps of history. 

Your connection and reason for 
giving may be different, but it’s just 
as personal. Some give because they 
believe places matter—that a county 
courthouse, battlefield, mission, 
cemetery or family farm holds the 
stories that shaped who we are. 
Others give because they understand 
that once a place is lost, it can never 
be replaced. That support preserves 
these spaces for future generations 
to see, touch and experience history 
where it happened. 

Some donors give to honor a loved 
one: a parent who cherished Texas 
history, a grandparent who passed 
down family stories, a spouse who 
believed in civic stewardship. A 
gift in their name becomes both 
tribute and legacy. Others give 
to ensure that almost-forgotten 
stories are remembered—stories of 
community, culture, and people 
whose contributions deserve to be 
recognized. 

Many give because they value 
education. They know history is most 
powerful when it moves beyond the 
page and becomes tangible, brought 
to life through artifacts, architecture, 
landscapes, and firsthand experiences. 

And some give simply because 
they trust that a nonprofit can 
make meaningful change. They 
know their contributions support 
projects and programs that are 
larger than themselves—projects 
that may become a legacy for their 
communities. 

Your reason for giving may not be 
the same as mine, but every reason 
matters. Whether inspired by 
memory, gratitude, curiosity, pride of 
place, or hope for the future, each gift 
becomes part of something larger. 
No single gift can solve everything, 
but each one helps preserve the real 
stories and real places that connect 
us all. 

Please consider giving 
today to the Friends 
of the Texas Historical 
Commission as we work 
to preserve the real 
places and real stories 
of Texas for everyone. 

WHY DO WE GIVE? 
PERSONAL CONNECTIONS LINK DONATIONS TO WALKING IN HISTORY’S FOOTSTEPS 
By Traci Anderson 
FTHC Finance and Office Manager   

        PARTNERSHIP 

Traci Anderson 
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        SOCIAL SPOTLIGHT 

WHERE ON EARTH...IN TEXAS 
KNOW YOUR TEXAS HISTORY? 
Put your skills to the test by identifying the pictured site! The first three people who correctly identify the location will be 
named in the next issue of The Medallion. Please email your answer to medallion@thc.texas.gov or send to: 
The Medallion, P.O. Box 12276, Austin, TX 78711.   

LOOK FAMILIAR? 
This circa-1900 building (at left) is 
in a National Register-listed historic 
district along the Texas Gulf Coast. 

ANSWER TO THE PHOTO 
FROM THE LAST ISSUE: 
The Midland Tower (at right) is a 
1948 Modernistic building listed in 
the National Register as a key part 
of Midland’s post-WWII second oil 
boom. Congratulations go to the first 
readers who correctly identified the 
site: Judy Carr Bryant of Bedford, 
Greg Socinski of Montpelier, VT, and 
Wendy Wright of Richardson. 

Thanks to all who participated! 

FLAG IT 
1839 LONE STAR FLAG  INSPIRES MUSEUM VISITORS, FACEBOOK COMMENTERS   
Did you know the oldest known 
Lone Star Flag waves proudly at 
the Star of the Republic Museum? 
Hand-stitched from cotton in 1839, 

President Mirabeau B. Lamar created 
its simple design as an inspiring 
symbol for the young republic as he 
trekked across the Rio Grande.  

Carried into conflict, the flag was 
captured by Mexican soldiers as a 
war prize and disappeared for more 
than a century. Then, in the 1950s, 

it resurfaced in an unlikely 
place: a gas station in 
Coahuila. 

Thanks to the generosity 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. Cletus 
Brown Jr., the flag returned 
home to Washington-on-the-
Brazos, where the Republic of 
Texas began. Today, it rests 
behind glass, and on social 

media, at the Star of the Republic 
Museum.  

A recent Facebook post by the 
museum inspired some lively 

discussion in the comments, 
including this inquiry from a 
Facebook user: “Was (the flag) 
with the volunteers who helped the 
Mexican Federalists fight against the 
Centralists and create the Republic of 
the Rio Grande?”  

Museum staff replied that “It 
was not. At one point, there was 
speculation that it was part of the 
Mier expedition. However, in the 
1980s, Joseph Milton Nance wrote an 
excellent article in the Southwestern 
Historical Quarterly refuting that 
claim. The museum now uses that 
article as the standard historical 
account of the flag.” 

Learn more: 
thc.texas.gov/social 
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DOWNLOAD THE 
TEXAS HISTORY 
NAVIGATOR. 
FIND HISTORICAL DESTINATIONS FROM 
ANYWHERE IN THE LONE STAR STATE. 

SITES MARKERS MUSEUMSCOURTHOUSES 

thc.texas.gov/navigator 

San Jacinto Battleground 


