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Statewide Preservation Plan

In collaboration with our partners, the THC develops a 

Statewide Historic Preservation Plan for Texas.

Å Sets up plan to preserve, protect, and leverage our historic 

and cultural fabric for the betterment of our communities 

statewide.

Å Updated every 10 years.

https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/publications/Texas-Statewide-Historic-Preservation-Plan_2022-2032.pdf 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/publications/Texas-Statewide-Historic-Preservation-Plan_2022-2032.pdf


Theme #2: Identify and Preserve

https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/publications/Texas-Statewide-Historic-Preservation-Plan_2022-2032.pdf 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/publications/Texas-Statewide-Historic-Preservation-Plan_2022-2032.pdf


THC Programs Assisting Theme #2

ÅHistoric Resource Surveys

ÅNational Register of Historic Places

ÅHistoric Texas Cemeteries

ÅHistoric Texas Highways

ÅArcheology

ÅCHCs: ñinstitute and carry out a continuing survey of the 

countyò per state statute

ÅCLGs: ñmaintain system for the survey and inventory of 

local historic propertiesò

ÅMain Streets: maintain inventory and survey of downtowns 

to assist with Four Point Approach



What Do You Have?



What is a Historic Resource Survey?

A systematic method of documenting historic 

resources through fieldwork and research.



More Than a List



What is a Historic Resource?

ÅBuildings

ÅStructures

ÅObjects

ÅSites

ÅDistricts

Significant in American history, archeology, architecture, 

engineering, and culture.



County-wide Survey Plan

Written document includes:
ÅLiterature review

ÅComprehensive accounting of all known and previously 

identified historic resources

ÅGather historical maps and current aerial photos

ÅIdentify and plot locations of previously identified resources 

on map

ÅIdentify and prioritize potential locations of resources 

previously unidentified

ÅProvide recommendations for future survey projects 



Levels of Survey

Three levels of survey documentation

ÅWindshield

ÅReconnaissance

ÅIntensive

Refers to level of effort involved

Sometimes conducted in sequence with lowest level 

being used for planning next phase



Windshield Survey

Drive around the proposed survey area 

Note generalities about the resources representing 

different architectural styles, periods, and modes of 

construction

ÅGet general feel for the area 

ÅTake photographic sampling

ÅWrite a historic context

ÅDecide whether further survey work is needed



Reconnaissance Survey

Data collection for every building, structure, site, and 

object in survey area

Å Address

Å Current and historic functions

Å Any current historical designations

Å Architectural description and structural details

Å Construction date

Å Photograph of each resource

Å Significance and integrity

Å Individually eligible or contributing to district?



Intensive Survey

Intensive survey takes a reconnaissance survey 

one step further 

Å Detailed background research 

Å Thorough documentation

Å Typically done for specific resources that have high levels of 
significance and integrity



Expected Deliverables for Surveys

Expected Deliverables

ÅResearch Design report

ÅHistoric Resources Survey report

ÅHistoric Context

ÅSurvey results, analysis and evaluations

ÅRecommendations

ÅPhoto Documentation

ÅMaps

ÅSurvey Forms

ÅInventory



Research Design Report

ÅResearch and write initial historic context

ÅList existing historic resources
ÅNR properties and districts, RTHLs, SALs, markers, cemeteries, 

local landmarks and districts

ÅProvide map of area to be surveyed
ÅSurvey boundaries

ÅExisting historic resource locations

ÅSet up periods of significance and areas of 

significance 

ÅState project scope and methodology



Historic Context

Research and write a Historic Context

ÅA report that traces history, growth, and development 

of specific area

ÅCounty-wide

ÅDowntown

ÅResidential neighborhood

ÅRural

Åé



Historic Context Purpose

Helps to evaluate significance of historic 

resources

ÅTypes of historic resources to expect

ÅProperty type identification, description and analysis

ÅIdentify and develop historical themes

ÅSets up Areas of Significance and Associated Historic 

Contexts

ÅInform periods of significance



Historic Context Themes

Could include:

ÅEarly Settlement and County Formation

ÅGrowth of County/Town

ÅTransportation (railroads, roads, rivers)

ÅAgriculture

ÅIndustry and Commerce

ÅMilitary

ÅEducation

ÅEthnic Heritage

ÅMid 1900s into 21st century



Conduct Fieldwork

ÅTake photographs of each resource

ÅWrite information on survey forms and make notes about each resource 

ÅPlot location of each resource on map

ÅEnter field data into survey database

ÅAnalyze each resource for significance and integrity

ÅEvaluate each resource for eligibility



Photo Documentation

ÅSurvey photos (at least 1 of each resource)
ÅñHow to Take Photographs for Historic Resources Surveysò presentation

ÅRepresentative views

ÅHistorical images (photos, postcards, drawings)



Primary Image for Stand-alone Building
ÅTake photograph from angle to show main façade and side elevation

Primary Image



Primary Image for Corner Building
ÅTake photograph from angle to show main façade and side elevation

Primary Image



Primary Image for building in row
ÅTake photograph from front to show main façade as well as some of 

buildings flanking resource for physical context

Primary Image



Secondary Images



Survey Forms



Survey Form Section 1: Basic Inventory Information

Address

Building name

Owner info

Geographic info

Type of resource

Existing historical 

designations

Date built, architect, builder

Use

Image



Survey Form Section 2: Architectural Description

Architectural description

Changes

Architectural style

Roof

Walls

Windows and doors

Other details

Porches

Ancillary buildings

Landscape



Survey Form Section 3: Historical Information

Associated context

NR criteria

Area of Significance

Period of Significance

Level of Significance

Integrity

Eligibility

Priority

Prior documentation



Inventory Table



Historic Resource Survey Report

Historic Resource Survey Report (draft and final) 

ÅSurveyôs purpose and methodology

ÅA more developed historic context

ÅSurvey results and analysis

ÅSurvey recommendations

ÅShould be in conformance with the US Secretary of 

the Interiorôs Standards



Other Deliverables

Survey Map

ÅSurvey boundaries

ÅSurvey resource locations with 

site numbers

ÅGIS-based preferred

Other maps

ÅHistorical maps

ÅPlat maps

ÅMaps for recommended districts

ÅOther research information



Survey Document

Should be considered a living document
ÅSave survey database with current project name 

and date
ÅCaptures specific point in time

ÅDo not change, edit, or update

ÅSave a copy for ñto-be-updatedò version
ÅAdd to it as research reveals more information

ÅNote when changes are made to buildings

ÅRestored or remodeled

ÅDamaged by fire or storms

ÅDemolished 



Survey Updates

Should be updated approximately every 10 years



THC Survey Library

On THC website http://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-

resources-survey 

PDF spreadsheet of all historic resource surveys in the THC survey library

ÅOrganized by County, City, and Date

ÅTracks what type of information is in each survey
ÅSurveyor

ÅSponsor

ÅType of images (negatives, slides, contact sheets, copies, digital)

ÅReport

ÅSurvey forms

ÅMap

ÅFormat: electronic or hardcopy

ÅType of database (if any)

http://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-resources-survey
http://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-resources-survey


THC Survey Packet

Free THC Historic Resource Survey Packet available for 

download upon request

ÅAccess database

ÅNeed Microsoft Access 2007 or newer

ÅUser Manual

ÅDocuments

ÅPresentations

ÅWeblinks

leslie.wolfenden@thc.texas.gov

https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-resources-survey/useful-survey-tools 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-resources-survey/useful-survey-tools
https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-resources-survey/useful-survey-tools


Access database

ÅContains options needed for a survey form using    

pull-down menus, check boxes, fill-in-the-blank boxes



Database Reports



Educational Presentations

ÅPresentations (video, pdf, ppt)

ÅEvaluating historic resources

ÅHow to take survey photos

ÅSurveys

ÅArchitecture

ÅResidential

ÅCommercial

ÅModern

ÅArchitectural Details

https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-resources-survey/useful-survey-tools 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-resources-survey/useful-survey-tools


Consultant v. Volunteers

Do you have to hire a consultant?



Hiring a Consultant

PROS:

ÅExpertise

ÅKnow how and where to research

ÅKnow how to evaluate significance, integrity and eligibility 

of resources

ÅHave the equipment

ÅDedicated time to do the work

CONS:

ÅCost money



Hiring a Consultant

Consultant or Survey Project Manager should meet the 

Standards for Professional Qualifications as outlined in the 

Secretary of the Interiorôs Standards 36 CFR 61 handout

Experience in History, Archeology, Architecture, 

Architectural History, and/or Historic Architecture



Consultant v. Volunteers

Can we use volunteers?



Using Volunteers

PROS:

ÅCost less money

ÅHave local knowledge and sources

ÅHave access to private property

CONS:

ÅLack of experience

ÅRely on volunteersô time and dedication

ÅMay not have right equipment or knowledge

ÅLocal ópoliticsô may complicate project



Volunteers Assisting Professional

PROS:

ÅConsultant

ÅLeadership and direction

ÅExperienced, qualified analysis and review

ÅProvides equipment and produces deliverables

ÅVolunteers

ÅDrive consultant around to show resources

ÅProvide introductions to locals with information

ÅProvide access to private property 

ÅShare local knowledge

CONS:

ÅCan bog down the process



Cost of a Survey

What does a professional survey cost?
Can vary greatly

ÅNumber of resources

ÅType of survey area

ÅConsulting firm



Survey Funding

Are there grants

for survey projects?



THC Grants for Surveys

Texas Preservation Trust Fund (TPTF)

Matching Grant Categories

ÅAcquisition

ÅSurvey

ÅRestoration

ÅPreservation

ÅPlanning

ÅHeritage education

Åhttps://www.thc.texas.gov/texas-preservation-trust-fund 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/texas-preservation-trust-fund


THC Grants for Surveys

Certified Local Government (CLG)

Application process to become a CLG

Matching Grant Categories

ÅSurveys/inventories

ÅNational Register nominations

ÅPreservation plans and ordinances

ÅDesign guidelines

ÅPreservation incentive programs

ÅTraining

Åhttps://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/certified-

local-government 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/certified-local-government
https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/certified-local-government


THC Grants for Surveys

Certified Local Government (CLG)
https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/preserve/survey/survey/CLG_survey_grants_2022_12_19.pdf 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/public/upload/preserve/survey/survey/CLG_survey_grants_2022_12_19.pdf


Other Grants

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)

ÅFederal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

via Texas Office of Community and Rural Affairs (ORCA)

ÅRural communities with population less than 50,000

ÅCommunity development activities

ÅSurveys/inventories

ÅPreservation planning

Åhttp://www.orca.state.tx.us/index.php/Community+Development/Grant

+Fact+Sheets 

http://www.orca.state.tx.us/index.php/Community+Development/Grant+Fact+Sheets
http://www.orca.state.tx.us/index.php/Community+Development/Grant+Fact+Sheets


Other Grants

Texas Heritage Tourism Partnership Grants

ÅGovernments and non-profit organizations within active Texas 

Heritage Trails Program regions

ÅMatching grant for heritage tourism-oriented projects

ÅInterpretation and Signage

ÅPublications and web sites

ÅEducational programming

ÅWorkshops and training

Åhttps://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/texas-

heritage-trails 

https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/texas-heritage-trails
https://www.thc.texas.gov/preserve/projects-and-programs/texas-heritage-trails


Utilizing Your Historic Resource Survey

ÅHistoric Resource Survey Report with recommendations

ÅHistoric Context

ÅSurvey Forms

ÅInventory

ÅPhotos

ÅMaps

ÅResearch information

You have a historic resource survey that includes



Utilizing Your Historic Resource Survey

ÅHistoric Resource Survey Report with recommendations

ÅHistoric Context

ÅSurvey Forms

ÅInventory

ÅPhotos

ÅMaps

ÅResearch information

You have a historic resource survey that includes

So now what?



Utilizing Your Historic Resource Survey

ÅNominate a National Register building or district

ÅApply for federal and/or state tax credits for rehab projects

ÅAid the Section 106 process

ÅNominate resources for a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 

(RTHL), a State Antiquities Landmark (SAL), Historic Cemetery, 

or an Official Texas Historical Marker

ÅAssist with city with its historic landmark commission and 

preservation planning

ÅCreate items to enhance the visitor experience

Survey information can be used to:



Established through the National 

Historic Preservation Act of 1966

Administered by 

National Park Service

No restrictions on property owners

National Register of Historic Places



National Register of Historic Places

Official federal list of sites, buildings, structures, and 

objects significant in American history, architecture, 

archeology, engineering, and culture.



National Register: Evaluation Criteria

At least 50 years old, 

and be associated with an important historic context 

(local, state, or national)

A:  Association with historic events or activities

B:  Association with important persons

C:  Distinctive design or physical characteristics

D:  Potential to provide information about prehistory or history



Eligibility under Criterion C

ÅEmbodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, 

or 

ÅRepresents the work of a master, or

ÅPossesses high artistic value, or

ÅRepresents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 

individual distinction



Integrity: Does it convey significance?

Location ï is the property in its original place?

Setting ï is the historic character of the surroundings intact?

Materials ï are the original components intact? 

Workmanship ï is there evidence of the builderôs level of skill?

Design ï is the original arrangement apparent (form, plan, style)?

Feeling ï does the property evoke a historic period of time?

Association ï is the property intact enough to retain a link with historic persons or events?



National Register of Historic Places

The designation does NOT:

¶Restrict in any way a private property ownerôs ability to alter, manage, or dispose of a 

property.

¶Require that properties be maintained, repaired or restored.

¶Require public access to private property.

¶Allow the individual listing of private property over an ownerôs objection.

¶Allow the listing of historic districts over a majority of property ownersô objection.



National Register of Historic Places

ÅProvides prestigious recognition to significant properties

ÅBolsters community pride

ÅEncourages the preservation of historic properties

ÅQualifies property for designation as an SAL (optional)

LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTERé.



National Register of Historic Places

LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTERé.

ÅGives property owners priority access to technical assistance from THC staff.

ÅProvides information about historic properties for local and statewide planning purposes.

ÅProvides the basis for most preservation activities under federal programs.


