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WALKING GUIDE 
1 ZARAGOZA BIRTHPLACE 
This building is a reconstruction of the house where 
famed Mexican Gen. Ignacio Zaragoza was born 
and raised for the first five years of his life. Zaragoza 
became a hero of Mexico when his force of 600 men 
repelled 6,500 French invaders. The holiday Cinco de 
Mayo commemorates this event. 

2 COMMISSIONED OFFICERS’ QUARTERS 
This building once housed the commissioned officers’ 
quarters and arsenal. Today, it contains a museum 
where visitors can learn about the lives of soldiers and 
the events that shaped the formation of Texas. 

3 OUR LADY OF LORETO CHAPEL 
Since its completion in 1779, the chapel has been a 
part of the community of La Bahía. It was the holding 
place of more than 300 captive prisoners before their 
massacre after the Battle of Coleto. The chapel is 
known for its groin-vaulted ceiling and notable artistic 
features such as the 1946 fresco by Antonio Garcia 

and a statue of Our Lady of Loreto, sculpted by Lincoln 
Borglum, known for his work on Mount Rushmore. 

4 FANNIN’S EXECUTION SITE 
On March 27, 1836, Col. James Fannin was executed 
along the west wall of the campo santo (church yard and 
cemetery), between the bastion and the quarters building. 
A total of 342 men under his command were executed in 
three groups outside the fort’s walls, while the sick and 
wounded were executed in the plaza. 

5 PRIEST’S QUARTERS 
This structure housed the parish priest during the 20th 
century. Today, visitors can stay overnight in The Quarters 
and have access to the plaza after hours. 

6 THE PLAZA 
This three-acre square served as a central gathering and 
training area for military exercises and ceremonies. At the 
time of the Texas Revolution, it had a battery of muskets 
and artillery. 

7 SALLY PORT 
This fortified entry was used for livestock, supplies, and 
general traffic. During the Texas War for Independence, 
it was defended by a six-pounder gun and a battery of 68 
muskets. 

8 GUARDHOUSE 
Positioned at the Sally Port entrance within the Presidio, 
it allowed for constant watch and quick response to 
threats while providing access to necessary supplies and 
equipment. 

9 BASTIONS 
The fortified structures in each corner 
of the Presidio provide strategic defense 
against attacks. The thick walls and 
narrow gun ports allowed soldiers to fire 
upon approaching enemies while they 
remained protected. 

10 SOLDIER BARRACKS 
This housed soldiers. Separate from officer’s quarters to 
maintain order, hierarchy, and discipline. 

11 BLACKSMITH 
Blacksmithing was of vital importance in the creation and 

maintenance of tools, weapons, and equipment at 
the original presidio. Archeological evidence of the 
original forge was found at this location. 

12 GEN. ZARAGOZA STATUE 
This 10-foot bronze statue was sculpted by Don 
Joaquin Guitierrez Guerra and Agustin Guerra and 
donated by the people of Puebla, Mexico in 1980. 

13 ANGEL OF GOLIAD STATUE 
A bronze statue of Francisca Alvarez stands as a tribute 
to her heroic acts towards the Texian soldiers of the 
Revolution, including saving the lives of several Texian 
prisoners during the Goliad Massacre, earning her the 
nickname “Angel of Goliad.” 

14 FANNIN MONUMENT & GRAVE 
This is the burial site of Col. James Fannin and the 
other victims of the 1836 Goliad Massacre. Erected in 
1939, it is a solemn reminder of the sacrifices made for 
Texas Independence. 

POST INDEPENDENCE AND 
MODERN ERA (1836-PRESENT) 
After Texas won the Battle of San Jacinto in April 
1836, the Presidio briefly served as a border post 
during the Republic of Texas era. As the years passed, 
it lost its military importance after Mexican attempts 
to reclaim Texas failed in 1842. Although the Presidio 
buildings deteriorated, the chapel remained in use. 

The Catholic Diocese of Victoria purchased Our Lady 
of Loreto Chapel, and in turn the entire Presidio, from 
the state of Texas around 1853. Extensive restoration 
was completed under the guidance of architect Raiford 
Stripling during the 1960s. 

Today, Presidio La Bahía stands as a National Historic 
Landmark and is under the stewardship of the Texas 
Historical Commission. The Presidio’s chapel, Our 
Lady of Loreto, continues to serve the local Catholic 
community. 

Weather Emergency: 
Please seek shelter at 
the Visitor Center. 


