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Caddo tribal members
today, gather wild food
and medicine, garden, and other activities of self-
sufficiency. These everyday practices of knowledge and
skills are passed down through generations by parents
and grandparents. In a Caddo story, Snake Woman
brings seeds to the people of the world. Around 2,500
years ago, the Caddo developed the skills to cultivate
plants and care for these gifts from the Snake Woman.
The Caddo tended the foods and medicines of wild
species as well as domesticating and cultivating garden
crops. In the site’s recreated Snake Woman’s Garden,
you will find a loose timeline of Caddo agriculture.
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Many Caddo homes
were beehive-shaped
grass houses. Caddo
grass houses were
long-lived — possibly as long as 50 years. These Caddo
houses were furnished with beds, shelves, cooking
hearths, and more. The smoke from the central

fire would help keep bugs out and dry vegetables
hung near the top of the house. The Caddo were

a matrilineal society, meaning ancestry was traced
through women. The houses and the gardens
belonged to and were the primary responsibility of
Caddo women. When it was time for a new house

to be built in a Caddo village, families would come
together to help build. The family whose house was
being built would feed all the builders. Caddo society

Reconstructed Caddo grass house

3 HIGH TEMPLE MOUND (A)

While much of the activity that took place near this
mound remains a mystery, archeology does reveal the
presence of special structures (including one often referred
to as “the maze”), ceremonial objects, and the presence of
colored soils point to the ceremonial importance of the
High Temple Mounds.

4 LOW PLATFORM
MOUND (B)

It is likely that the Low
Platform Mound (a flat-
topped mound) stood
next to a plaza that hosted
ceremonial activities and
others such as trade,

diplomatic meetings, and sports like wrestling or stickball.

Today, when the Caddo community gathers at Caddo
Mounds, it occurs in the open space around the Grass
House and in view of the mounds, the ancient reminders
of the thriving community who lived here.

5 THE BORROW PIT

The Caddo carried dirt from this “borrow pit” to build
Mound B. Because scientists can identify the origin of
the soil in the mound by its color and type, it is known
that the Caddo used yellow sand and clay from this

pit, as well as gray and green soils from the floodplain
to build the mounds. During excavations archeologists
found Caddo artifacts, discovered the area had been used
as a trash dump, and, most surprising of all, uncovered
the remains of a 35—45-year-old man. The skeleton was
found face down without grave offerings or in a burial

6 BURIAL MOUND (C)

While the Burial Mound holds the remains of
centuries of spiritual, social, and political Caddo
leaders, the land itself holds the bones and stories of
more than 1,000 years of Caddo ancestors. Unlike the
other two ceremonial mounds, Mound C is a burial
mound. Archeologists have excavated 11 of the burial
features, but estimate that as many as 90 people were
buried in Mound C over a period of 400 years.

“The camino real, or more aptly the caminos
reales, is more than a route, more than a series of
parajes between two endpoints. It is a complex set of
relationships between travelers and nature, buyers
and sellers, governors and governed.”

Jesus F. de la Teja, 1991

7 EL CAMINO REAL DE LOS TEJAS

For thousands of years, this slice of East Texas

has been a permanent residence and perpetual
campground to the Caddo, Spanish, French, Anglo,
African American, and a variety of other people.
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During the time of European contact, Spanish
travelers to the land of the Tejas (Spanish name for
Caddo) journeyed along existing roads they named

El Camino Real de los Tejas (the Royal Road to the
Tejas). The Spanish faced a muddy and difficult
crossing at the Neches River. The dry mound prairie
was a welcome sight to weary travelers, served as a
paraje, or perpetual campground. The Spanish named
this place Paraje el Cerrito, the campground at the
lictle mound or hill, and it offered high, dry land with
grass for grazing animals, edible plants for foraging,
and water from the nearby Neches River and natural
springs.

was a partnership society. Everyone young and old
had a valuable role in the community.
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