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REAL PLACES TELLING REAL STORIES

The Texas Historical Commission is developing a mobile application to enable travelers and Texas history
lovers to explore, navigate to, or plan trips to places connected to Texas history. As part of the process to
gather images for use in the app, we’re asking for assistance from the County Historical Commissions in
sending us current photos of RTHL properties. The THC depends on CHCs for your volunteers’ expertise
in county history and knowledge of local historical resources. We hope you’ll consider partaking in this
project, which we believe will have value for CHCs while helping us accomplish a task that we simply
cannot do alone.

Please employ the following procedures and practices to help us gather useable photos in the most efficient
and effective way possible. You can access a list of your county’s RTHLs by visiting atlas.thc.texas.gov,
selecting the Designation tab, clicking the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark checkbox only, selecting your
county, and pressing “Submit.” We ask that photos be submitted by October 15"

Photography Practices

Please follow these procedures while attaining photographs:

While permission is not required to photograph property from public right of way, we suggest
contacting property owners before taking photographs to explain the purpose of this project and
to gain verbal or written consent.

Do not step onto private property when taking photos unless given permission by the owner.
Submitted image(s) should include the entire main elevation and surrounding space (or
buildings), capturing enough sense of the depth or setting of the building or structure. See the
attached photo guide for several examples.

Shoot multiple angles of the location. For example, if shooting the outside of a building, take
photos from a left angle, straight on (no angle), and a right angle. In some cases, it’s a good idea
to take vertical and horizontal (portrait or landscape) shots of each angle.

Avoid cutting off important parts of the subject. In the case of a building, make sure to get the
entire building in the shot.

Avoid over- or underexposed shots. After taking a photo, review it to be sure it’s not too bright
or so dark that you can’t tell what it is. For example, if a blue sky is white, it’s likely overexposed.

Submitting Photos

Please provide photos in jpeg format and send them in the highest resolution format possible.
Send a maximum of five images for each property, including at least one showing the entire
main elevation and surrounding space.

The file should be saved with the following name structure: county — name of property/Atlas
number — photo number (ex. Post Oak — Thompson House — 03 or Post Oak — 5190007654 —
03). Atlas numbers are preferable and available when viewing RTHLs properties on the Atlas.
Submit one email for each property titled as RTHL Photo Project — County — name of
property/Atlas number (ex. Post Oak — Thompson House or Post Oak — 5190007654)

We also ask that one release form be submitted for each property, attached to the same email containing the
photos for submission. Thank you for your assistance in helping us develop this new route of promoting
historic preservation in Texas. Any questions about the project should be directed to
ImageUploads@thc.texas.gov.
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