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About The Project

• Friends of the THC 
Preservation Scholar

• Interning with the History 
Programs Division

• Tasked with training CHCs to 
conduct photo surveys 
of RTHLs properties



Training Overview 

IDENTIFY PLAN SURVEY SUBMIT



Overview of Part 1: Identify

What are RTHL’s Properties? 

Identifying RTHL’s Using the Texas Historic Sites Atlas  

Downloading and Sorting RTHL Data   

Examples from Travis County 



• RTHLs are historically and 
architecturally significant 
properties

• More than 3,800 RTHL 
properties statewide

• Property owners are required 
to notify the THC in advance 
of altering the exterior

• Division of Architecture is 
available to provide technical 
assistance and guidance to 
RTHL property owners

What is a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark?

Pioneer Cottage, Gray County



What is a Photo Survey?

• A method of documenting 
historic resources through 
fieldwork and photographs

• Illustrate changes that 
occurred over time

o additions

o replacement materials

o partial demolitions

• Capture a certain moment 
in time

Blessing State Bank, Matagorda County



Benefits of Photo Surveying RTHLs

• "A picture is worth 1,000 words"

• Images can be uploaded to:

o Historic Sites Atlas

o Texas History Navigator App

• Fulfills statutory duty to conduct periodic 
reviews of designated properties and 
report the results to THC

• Current photos useful during 
architectural review process

• Can be compared with historic 
photographs, postcards, sketches Fischer Store, Comal County



➢Downloading an excel 

sheet of the raw data from 

the Atlas 

Identifying RTHLs using the Historic Sites Atlas



Visit the Texas Historical 

Commission  website, scroll 

down to the Historic Sites Atlas.

Identifying RTHLs using the Historic Sites Atlas

https://thc.texas.gov/
https://thc.texas.gov/
https://atlas.thc.texas.gov/


Use the map 

function of the 

Historic Sites 

Atlas.

Identifying RTHLs using the Historic Sites Atlas



Use the search bar to find your county.

Identifying RTHLs using the Historic Sites Atlas



Use the filter tool to 

remove all icons 

except for Historical 

Markers (icons appear as 

green dots).

Identifying RTHLs using the Historic Sites Atlas



Selecting a historical 

marker icon will open a 

window with the 

marker's name,

number, and an option 

to view details.

Identifying RTHLs using the Historic Sites Atlas



The details window contains

the marker's street 

address, text, and 

notes whether it 

is designated an RTHL.

Identifying RTHLs using the Historic Sites Atlas



On the Atlas 

main page, 

select Downloads, 

then select Raw 

Data.

Downloading and Sorting RTHL Data



Select your County, sel

ect Historical Markers,

select Excel, 

then Download Data.

Downloading and Sorting RTHL Data



The Excel 

spreadsheet will 

contain all 

Historical Marker 

data for your 

county.

Downloading and Sorting RTHL Data



In the Excel spreadsheet, 

scroll to Column N, use 

the drop-down 

menu to select TRUE. This 

will give you a list of all 

RTHL properties.

Downloading and Sorting RTHL Data



HELPFUL TIP: Use the 

drop-down menu of 

Column F to sort RTHLs 

alphabetically by city.

Downloading and Sorting RTHL Data



Historic Sites Atlas

• Best for commercial 
areas and neighborhoods 
with clusters of RTHLs

• Visual reference for locations

• Identifies nearby historic 
resources

RTHL Excel Spreadsheet

• Best for gathering all RTHL data 
in your county

• Only provides street addresses 
and city

• Location description

• More options for data 
organization

• Ideal for desktop/laptop

Pros and Cons: Historic Sites Atlas



Examples from Travis County



Examples from Travis County



End of Part 1: Identify
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