
 
 

  

 
I,                                                                                                                                  , (hereafter “Owner”) 

own or control the photographs, documents, artwork, publications, or other objects described below 

(hereafter the “Property”).   By signing this release, I hereby grant permission to Texas Historical 

Commission (hereafter “THC”) to create, produce, or otherwise use scans, images, renderings, or 

photographs (hereafter “Image(s)”) depicting the Property to further the purpose of THC to preserve and 

promote the history of Texas.  

1. Owner represents to THC that Owner has ownership or control of the Property and all rights of 

publication to the Property. Owner also represents the Property is not subject to a claim of 

copyright protection by a third party, known or unknown. Furthermore, Owner acknowledges 

he or she assumes all responsibility for identifying and satisfying any claimants of copyright and 

for observing applicable laws regarding intellectual property.  

2. Owner agrees to permit THC to create an Image(s) depicting the Property and gives THC 

permission to copy, distribute, create derivative works of, store, publicly display, modify, 

enhance, crop, or otherwise alter the Image(s) for THC’s use, as well as any promotional 

materials related to THC’s use, and waive any rights for approval or inspection of the Image(s).  

Owner also gives THC permission to license any or all such rights to third parties for THC’s 

purposes. This release of rights to the Image(s) includes nonexclusive worldwide distribution 

rights in all editions, media formats, and languages, and includes all forthcoming editions of a 

publication, including revised editions and reprints. 

3. Owner acknowledges that he or she is not entitled to any compensation or royalties with respect 

to the use of the Image(s) depicting the Property by THC or its licensees. Owner hereby agrees 

that the opportunity to have THC create an image of the Property to possibly be stored or used 

for historical purposes, and THC’s recognition of the historical value of the Property, is 

sufficient consideration to support the provisions herein. Owner understands that THC’s 

creating an image of the Property does not obligate THC to store or use the Image(s) in any way. 

4. Owner agrees to release and forever discharge THC, the State of Texas, and all Texas state 

agencies, as well as all affiliates, successors and assigns, officers, employees, representatives, 

partners, agents of THC, the State of Texas, or any Texas state agencies, and anyone claiming 

through them, in their individual and/or corporate capacities from any and all claims, liabilities, 
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obligations, promises, agreements, disputes, demands, damages, causes of action of any nature or 

kind, known or unknown, which Owner, and anyone claiming on Owner’s behalf, may have or 

claim to have against THC, the State of Texas, or any other Texas state agencies in connection 

with this release. 

5. This release shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties and their respective 

heirs, administrators, personal representatives, executors, successors and assigns. Owner has the 

authority to consent to THC’s creation and use of an Image of the Property. If any provision is 

held to be invalid or unenforceable, it shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other 

provision. This release constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and supersedes any 

and all prior oral or written agreements or understandings between the parties concerning the 

subject matter of this release. This release may not be altered, amended or modified, except by a 

written document signed by both parties. The terms of this release shall be governed by and 

construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas. The venue of any dispute or suit 

arising hereunder is fixed in any court of competent jurisdiction of Travis County, Texas. The 

dispute resolution process provided for in Texas Government Code, Chapter 2260 shall be used 

by THC and Owner to resolve any dispute arising under this release.  Nothing in this release to 

the contrary shall be deemed a waiver of THC’s sovereign immunity. 

6. Owner shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless THC and the state of Texas from and against 

any and all claims, violations, misappropriations or infringement of any copyright or other 

intellectual property rights and/or other intangible property, publicity or privacy rights, and/or 

in connection with or arising from the image depicting the Property provided hereunder. Owner 

and THC agree to furnish timely written notice to each other of any such claim. Owner shall be 

liable to pay all costs of defense, including attorneys’ fees. The defense shall be coordinated by 

owner with the office of the Texas Attorney General (OAG) when Texas state agencies are 

named defendants in any lawsuit and owner may not agree to any settlement without first 

obtaining the concurrence from OAG. In addition, owner will reimburse THC and the state of 

Texas for any claims, damages, costs, expenses or other amounts, including, but not limited to, 

attorneys’ fees and court costs, arising from any such claim. If THC determines that a conflict 

exists between its interests and those of owner or if THC is required by applicable law to select 

separate counsel, THC will be permitted to select separate counsel and owner will pay all 

reasonable costs of THC’s counsel. 

 

 



Property description (check all that apply): 

(    )  Photograph(s) (    ) Publications 

(    )  Document(s) (    ) Other objects (specify):_________________ 

Location information of depicted property: 

County: ________________________ City (or nearest city): _________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Title of historical marker: _________________________________________________________ 

Other location information comments: _______________________________________________ 

[  ] I, the undersigned Owner, certify that I am of legal age and possess full legal capacity to execute the 

foregoing authorization and release. I have read the above, understand fully the legal implications thereof, 

and voluntarily permit THC to create an image of my Property and the transfer of rights herein contained. I 

have had the opportunity to seek legal counsel to the extent necessary in connection with the signing of this 

release.  

Signature (Owner): ______________________________________________________________ 

Date: ______________ 

Signature and return of this form constitutes your permission for the Texas Historical Commission to make 

use of its image(s) depicting the Property for the above stated purpose.  

Owner Contact Information (Required) 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization (if applicable): _______________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 
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