
Welcome to the Eisenhower Birthplace State Historic Site. Located in the  
heart of Denison, this historic site celebrates the home where the 34th 
U.S. President Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower was born. Antique furniture 
fills the modest frame house, illustrating the working-class life of the 
Eisenhowers. Exhibits showcase Eisenhower’s many accomplishments 
as president and war hero. Explore “Ike” memorabilia, walk the site’s 
gardens complete with a larger-than-life statue of Eisenhower, and hear 
the real story of the first Texas-born president. 

PRESERVE THE FUTURE
Help the Texas Historical Commission preserve 
the past while touring this historic site. Please be 
mindful of fragile historic artifacts and structures. 
We want to ensure their preservation for the 
enjoyment of future generations.

FRIENDS OF EISENHOWER
BIRTHPLACE
Join us in protecting this special place. Consider 
volunteering as a docent or becoming a member 
of the Friends of Eisenhower Birthplace. For more 
information email us at eisenhower-birthplace@
thc.texas.gov. 

SEE THE SITES
From western forts and adobe structures to 
Victorian mansions and pivotal battlegrounds, the 
Texas Historical Commission’s state historic sites 
illustrate the breadth of Texas history.

PLAN YOUR NEXT TRIP
storiedsites.com

EISENHOWER BIRTHPLACE
STATE HISTORIC SITE

609 S. Lamar Ave., Denison, TX 75021
903-465-8908

visiteisenhowerbirthplace.com
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VISITORS GUIDE

TEXAS–BORN PRESIDENT
Only two American presidents were born in Texas, 
and the first was Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower. His 
parents and older brothers had moved temporarily 
from Kansas to Denison, a busy railroad town where 
his father found work. Eisenhower was born October 
14, 1890, in the downstairs bedroom of the family’s 
rented house. The Eisenhowers returned to Kansas in 
1892 before he was 18 months old.

Eisenhower and his five brothers grew up in Abilene,  
Kansas, which the boys considered their hometown.  
After high school and a local job, Eisenhower was  
accepted to the Military Academy at West Point. Upon 
receiving his commission in 1915, his first post was 
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, where he met his 
bride-to-be, Mamie Doud. 

U.S. Army Gen. Eisenhower’s role 
in winning World War II prompted 
Denison’s citizens to make the hero’s 
birthplace a memorial. Eisenhower’s 
first visit back to his birthplace was 
in 1946, as a war hero. Encouraged 
by friends to seek our nation’s highest 
office, Eisenhower hit the campaign trail and returned 
to Denison in 1952. In 1953, Eisenhower became the 
34th President of the United States, increasing the 
historical importance of the little wood-frame house at 
the corner of Lamar and Day streets. 

THE 
EISENHOWERS
One of the most significant 
political and military  
figures of the 20th century, 
Eisenhower began life in  
a modest household. His 
parents, David and Ida 

Stover Eisenhower, were better educated than much 
of the working-class population of Denison, having 
attended a small Kansas college, where they met and 
were married. Though neither graduated, David 
studied engineering while Ida took humanities classes 
and was especially fond of music.

Unwilling to be a farmer, 
David tried and failed as 
the co-owner of a general 
store in Hope, Kansas. 
He came to Denison 
where the Missouri, 
Kansas & Texas Railway 
always needed laborers, and made about $40 a month 
cleaning steam engines. The family got by, briefly 
taking in a boarder and saving money through Ida’s 
prudent efforts to grow vegetables and keep chickens 
in the yard. When relatives found David a better 
position at the Belle Springs Creamery in Abilene, the 
Eisenhowers moved back to Kansas.

Eisenhower Family, 1910.



A DISTINGUISHED CAREER
Still at home in Abilene, Kansas, when he was nearly 21, 
Eisenhower was too old for admission to the U.S. Naval 
Academy, his first choice, so he opted to enter West Point 
instead. His mother, a religious pacifist, was not pleased 
with his decision to serve in the military. However, army 
life brought out the best in him, making him a top 
student in advanced training and a leader esteemed by his 
troops and fellow officers.

During World War II, the American public began to take 
notice of the capable officer in his early 50s who had 
been given increasingly greater responsibility in Europe. 
Since little was known about Eisenhower’s past, his U.S. 
Army career, his upbringing, and his family, the media 
scrambled to answer those questions in magazine and 
newspaper articles, on film, and through books about the  
rising hero.

Interest around the globe 
grew as Gen. Eisenhower’s 
D-Day invasion was executed, 
resulting in Germany’s 
surrender and the end of the 
war in 1945. When reporters 
asked Ida Eisenhower about 
her famous son, she asked 
which one, declaring that she 
was equally proud of all her boys. Unfortunately, Ida died 
the following year and never knew that Gen. Eisenhower was 
destined to become president of the United States.

“We Like Ike” buttons were pinned on lapels across the 
nation during the 1952 campaign. Voters liked him then 
and again in 1956, electing Eisenhower to a second term. 
Mamie, his wife since 1916, was a popular First Lady. 
Among numerous accomplishments in Eisenhower’s eight 
years in office, he helped bring about desegregation in 
schools, created the interstate freeway system, ended the 
war in Korea, and started the NASA program that put men 
on the moon. President Eisenhower left office in 1961 and 
died on March 28, 1969. 

WALKING GUIDE
1 VISITORS CENTER 
Learn more about 
Eisenhower’s legacy 
and view campaign 
memorabilia in our 
exhibit gallery. Visitors 
can also purchase 
memorabilia and other 
gifts at our museum store. 

2 EISENHOWER 
BIRTHPLACE 
Tour the original 
1870s home where 
Eisenhower was born 
on October 14, 1890. 

3 IKE STATUE 
Following the death of 
Eisenhower in 1969, 
the citizens of Dension 
commissioned this statue 
by military sculptor Robert 
Dean. Cast in Florence, Italy, 
the Ike statue was eventually installed in 1973. Ike is 
depicted with a relaxed pose and smile, while he looks 
over the neighborhood his family briefly called home. 

4 PICNIC PAVILION 
Take a rest from your journey and enjoy the grounds 
at our pavilion. 

5 RED STORE 
Built around 1890 as a 
general store that served 
the neighborhood, this 
building is used for 
educational outreach and 
public programs.

SITE MAP

Eisenhower talking to troops, June 
5, 1944. 
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